LESSON TITLE: Three Cups of Culture 2

THREE CUPS OF TEA: DURING READING or POST-READING ACTIVITY 
LESSON TITLE: Three Cups of Culture
LESSON GOALS:  Students will recognize that culture is a relative term.  Each culture has its own values, rituals, practices, etc.  Sometimes, by studying another culture, we begin to look at our own a little differently.. 
LESSON CONTENT: This lesson asks students to look at how Greg came to understand the cultures with which he came into contact.  Further, it asks students to consider their own culture and how it might be perceived to an outsider. 
	PRIOR KNOWLEDGE 

	Students are reading Three Cups of Tea 

	OBJECTIVES
	Content Standards

	On completion of this activity, students will have:

· Recognized how the values of a culture are reflected in their activities or rituals.

· Examined the activities of their own culture and considered how these might appear to someone unfamiliar with their culture

· Described both in writing and speech some aspect of their culture.

· Analyzed the significance of a ritual in which they engage. 
	READING AND WRITING

 1. Students read and understand a variety of materials.

 3. Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.

4. Students apply thinking skills to their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing.

5. Students read to locate, select, and make use of relevant information from a variety of media, reference, and technological sources.

 6. Students read and recognize literature as a record of human experience.

	MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Copy of Three Cups of Tea

Copy of the essay "Body Rituals of the Nacerima" available at  https://www.msu.edu/~jdowell/miner.html or (http://oak.cats.ohiou.edu/~thompsoc/Body.html (a copy is included in the APPENDIX)

	DEVELOPMENT & IMPLEMENTATION
	DIFFERENTIATION/ MODIFICATION

	HOOK: Depending on where you are in the novel, read aloud a selection where Greg needs to try and understand how another culture works. 

WHOLE CLASS DISCUSSION: Discuss how Greg negotiates the moment you just read about.  What does he have to learn? In what ways is the "clash" between his culture and this unfamiliar culture manifest?  How does Greg feel about it all?

INDIVIDUAL WRITING: Assign Prompt #1 to half the class and prompt #2 to the other half.  Give students between 10-15 minutes

Writing Prompt #1: Greg Mortenson faced cultural misunderstandings with the people of Korphe. If someone were to enter your family, what rules or norms would they need to know? 
Writing Prompt #2: Compare and contrast some of the cultural rules that  Greg Mortenson had to learn and the cultural rules that someone would have to learn if they entered your family. 
SMALL GROUPS: In groups of four (two students assigned Prompt #1 and two Prompt #2) have them discuss their responses.  After the time allotted for discussion, they groups report to the entire class.

WHOLE CLASS: Read aloud to students either ALL or parts of Minor's "Nacerima" essay.  On completion see if students recognize that  Nacerima is American backwards.  Discuss what Minor is trying to accomplish and if this essay affects how they think about the rituals they practice and those they see in 3CT.  

Writing Project: There are three parts to this project.  (1) You will try your hand describing a ritual in which you participate in the same way Minor does.  Describe it using Minor's essay as your model. (2) You will share this writing with the class--reading it aloud and asking them to guess the ritual being described. (3) In a separate essay you will analyze what this ritual reveals about our (or your particular) culture.  In your analysis you should begin with an example from 3CT in which some action or ritual reveals to Greg something about the cultural group with whom he is interacting.  Then do the same with the ritual or activity you have described.  You DO NOT want two separate discussions--one of Greg and one of your example--you want to integrate them into one theme/thesis-driven analysis. 
	Allow verbal processing of prompts for ELL students and to address multiple learning modalities. 
Place students in groups according to learning preferences in order to meet the needs of all students. 
 

	ASSESSMENT

	Informal assessment of student responses to the initial writing prompt participation in the small group and whole class discussions.

Formal assessment of the writing task using the writing rubric (ASIDE: If you do not have a writing rubric, a familiar and well-validated rubric is the Six-Trait Writing Rubric.  A version is included in the APPENDIX.)


 

 

 







