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THREE CUPS OF TEA: DURING AND POST-READING ACTIVITY

Lesson Title:  Read & See Three Cups of Tea
Lesson Goals: Students will deepen their understanding of both the text and the Pakistani culture by interpreting the story using visuals. 
LESSON Content: Students read the Three Cups of Tea and create visuals to accompany each chapter or section that they read.  They will combine these visuals into a "picture" version of the story.  
	Prior Knowledge 

	No required knowledge; however, use the review of the children's version to talk with students about how stories are represented using visuals.  You might take a look at a graphic novel as an example of visual storytelling or of combining words and images.

	Objectives
	Content Standards

	On completion of this activity, the student will:
· Recognize how visuals can help develop or clarify a story and employ visuals to do so
· Locate and select details in the story that are central to the theme and work well in a visual

· Produce a visual version of the story that reflects important themes

	READING AND WRITING STANDARDS
 1. Students read and understand a variety of materials.

 2. Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences.

 4. Students apply thinking skills to their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing.

 5. Students read to locate, select, and make use of relevant information from a variety of media, reference, and technological sources.

 6. Students read and recognize literature as a record of human experience.

	Materials and Resources

	· Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin
·  Listen to the Wind by Greg Mortenson and Susan L. Roth (children's version of 3CT)
· Copies of select pages from the picture book to be used by students in groups. (Your choice.)
· Paper for drawing, including comics templates (see Appendix)
· Crayons/markers
· Scraps of tissue paper and material for creating visuals
· Three Cups of Tea song (see APPENDIX) 

	Development & ImplementAtion
	DIFFERENTIATION/

MODIFICATION

	Hook: Have students listen to the song “Three Cups of Tea.” Read aloud the picture book version of 3CT.

WHOLE CLASS/MODELING: Discuss how the narration and the pictures work together.  Choose one section of the children's book and analyze the words and the images, focusing on what the writer/illustrator chose to highlight.
GROUP WORK: Distribute copies of pages from the picture book and have students in groups (of 3-5) do the same kind of analysis you just modeled.

WHOLE CLASS: Groups share their work with the images/words.

PAIRED WORK: Place students in pairs.  As the class works through the novel (based on your schedule, either the entire text or key chapters/passages), students will create visuals that capture a central lesson, point, or moment of the section.  They can create a single panel or a small/short strip; however, there should not be much narration.  The panel or strip should be "captioned" with a sentence that summarizes what they think is the theme, lesson, or point they are trying to capture.
WHOLE CLASS: After each chapter either have groups share their visuals or check for their progress.  Students can "swap" their finished "books" or present them to the class. 
	This activity can be completed with either the "adult" or the "young adult" version of the novel.  Struggling readers can use the YA version.
Although this is presented as a task for students working in pairs, you can allow students to work individually or in larger groups.

The teacher should select the pairs and consider matching students based on abilities (e.g., do not pair students who are both strong artists; pair a struggling reader with a stronger reader)

	ASSESSMENT

	INFORMAL: Teacher will assess students as they work in their groups.  
FORMAL: Visuals will be assessed NOT on the quality of the "artwork" but on what they seek to capture--that is, does it address a significant point, theme, or lesson from the chapter or section of Three Cups of Tea.

	EXTENSION & FOLLOW-UP

	As a class, select one visual for each chapter and combine them into a class-created picture book.  Students can share the book with kids at a local elementary school or some kind of Headstart or charitable program. 


