A GENERAL HW RUBRIC
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	I evaluate your HW based on the following criteria 
	You might have tried to do the work, but something went horribly wrong
	Okay, you got it done.  You didn't really work all that hard on it, didn't think too hard about it.  But you did it.
	You know you wanted to make this something out of the ordinary.  Sometimes you got it and sometimes not. But you never stopped trying.
	You were totally into this assignment.  You had fun with it, you tried to be creative, you wanted to make your reader see, feel, be there.  

	CONTENT--do you answer the assignment?



	Either you answered the wrong question or your response is pointless.

	You did the job, responded to the question.  Got it done.

	Your response reveals that you've thought creatively about the task.

	Not only do you answer the assignment, your response reveals an authentic engagement and interest in the assignment.


	ORGANIZATION--have you thought about how you are crafting your response?

	Reader,  What reader?  You mean, I need to structure my ideas?

	You've got all the info down, but you're not really interested in engaging the reader, so no sense of a beginning or end.

	You present all the needed parts to follow your train of thought, but you make the reader work a little--inconsistent use of transitions, barely any intro, no real conclusion.  
	You develop your response around a thesis or a point, and you make it clear how you got to this point--using evidence or detail, you offer transitions and an intro and conclusion.  You make it easy to follow your ideas.

	STYLE: can I hear you in this?  Do I get a sense of the writer?  Are you ALIVE?


	Here, too, there's no attempt to bring yourself into the act, you put out the needed information, but just barely.
	Any decent student could have written this--you don't try to "make it your own" (thanks Paula Abdul!)
	 You waver between asserting a strong voice and lapsing into "student" mode--which means you might not be confident with that voice yet.
	YOU are written all over your response, from the words you choose to the tone you assume to the way you describe things, your voice, your persona, who you are is apparent.

	FORMAT: do you follow the rules--for example, MLA format, title, the boring, "formal"  stuff?

	You haven't quite followed all the instructions about presentation, format, etc.
	Yup, you've got all the formal elements.  Did what was asked.
	You try to add some oomph to the formal aspects of the assignment.  Well, sometimes.
	Not only do you meet the FORMAL requirements of the assignment, you do so with flair, creative titles, interesting presentation--take the boring and make it engaging.



FINAL GRADE: __________
