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In this edition of The Looking Glass, we have interviewed some of the students in the Educational 

Psychology program who have traveled here from different countries to study at UNC. We asked many 

questions regarding their schooling, research, and attitudes and experiences while making a transition to 

another country. We hope you enjoy reading about these intriguing students as much as we enjoyed 

interviewing them. 

 

 

Grace 
 

      
 

Grace is in her second semester in the Educational Psychology program. Grace was born and 

raised in China. She came to the University of Northern Colorado because of its reputation as an excellent 

teacher education school. This is a perfect fit for her and her future plans of becoming a university 

professor. Grace’s research interest is the study of cross-cultural differences, though her current favorite 

research topics are parenting styles and the ideology of childrearing. After graduation Grace is not sure if 

she wants to move back to China or remain in the United States. 

 

Besides studying and completing school work, believe it or not, Grace has other hobbies. In fact, 

her favorite hobby is swimming. Grace’s favorite part about the Unites States is that she gets to enjoy an 

intriguing multi-cultural experience. The thing she enjoys least about Greeley is the transportation system. 

Grace came to this country without a car and finds it extremely difficult to travel. The biggest difference 

that Grace has noticed between the United States and China is the many facets of freedom available to the 

citizens of this country. Despite difficulty traveling, Grace is very excited to be at the University of 

Northern Colorado and is looking forward to receiving her PhD so she can begin her career as a university 

professor. 
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Samah 

 

     
 

Samah Hakami is from the country of Saudi Arabia and in her second and final year in the 

Educational Psychology masters program. After graduating from the masters program Samah intends to 

continue her schooling in order to receive her PhD. Samah is interested in many Educational Psychology 

research topics including cognitive development. However, the research topics she is most interested in 

relate to feminism issues such as female motivation, achievement, and performance. Samah’s husband 

studies Educational Psychology at UNC, as well, and strongly recommended she attend this university. 

He believes that this program will provide them with rich knowledge of the information related to the 

field of Educational Psychology and will prepare them to be professional academics or teachers at all 

educational levels. When Samah finishes her PhD program, she will move back to Saudi Arabia. She 

plans to teach in higher education and be a professor at a Saudi university. Saudi Arabia is revising and 

updating its curricula at all educational levels, so a degree in Educational Psychology will allow Samah to play 

a vital role in making progress in the educational system. This program will provide her with a broad 

spectrum of understanding of appropriate applications of Educational Psychology, cognitive and 

developmental theories, and research methodology to educational practice. 

 

Samah has many hobbies other than school. She enjoys reading classic or ancient poems, lectures, 

and stories, as well as shopping. Samah stated that the most difficult part of making a transition to the 

United States is learning the English language. For example, in Saudi Arabia people read and write from 

right-to-left, and switching the direction of this activity has been a difficult task. Also, it takes much more 

time for someone who has learned English as a second language to study because they may have to spend 

a lot of time translating. However, Samah really enjoys living in the United States because of how 

friendly the people are here. She originally thought that people were going to treat her differently, but 

since she moved here, people have been very friendly and have shown a large amount of respect for her 

culture and religion. According to Samah, the biggest difference between the United States and Saudi 

Arabia are the social commitments. In the United States, citizens are generally more independent. In 

Saudi Arabia family life is extremely important. Families stay together for a longer period of time and 

they are the primary caretakers of their older family members. In the United States, work, life demands, 

and a good future are the priorities. Samah is a very dedicated and motivated student and I am sure she 

will contribute to changing the educational system within her own country.   
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Hole-in-the-Wall 
 

 The Hole-in-the-wall project is an educational venture that was established in India. Within the 

country of India there are many areas that do not have the ability to access the internet, but internet access 

is an extremely important source of information, especially in this age of technology. This project places 

computers in areas that would otherwise not have the ability to use this essential technology. However, 

this project uses an educational strategy that is "minimally invasive." There is no pressure for community 

members to use the internet even though it is readily available to all of them. The computer is placed 

inside of a kiosk and is placed such that someone trying to use it can access it from outdoors. Many of the 

children in this community do not go to school and are therefore deprived of any type of formal 

education. However, the children of these communities have shown much interest in and progress with 

the internet, opening the door to the potential for much informal, self-directed learning.  

 In 2000, the government of Delhi set up 30 learning stations in a resettlement colony. This project 

is still intact and continues to create a tremendous impact among younger learners in the area. Learning 

stations have been set up in 23 locations across India and in 2004 the Hole-in-the-Wall reached 

Cambodia. Soon, the Hole-in-the-Wall will scale up and make a significant contribution to improving 

education and life skills of children all around the world. This is an amazing concept that has shown very 

significant results. For more information check out the links located below. 

 

http://www.ncl.ac.uk/egwest/holeinthewall.html 

 

http://www.hole-in-the-wall.com/ 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xRb7_ffl2D0 

 

 
 

http://www.ncl.ac.uk/egwest/holeinthewall.html
http://www.hole-in-the-wall.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xRb7_ffl2D0
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 Dates, Events & Deadlines 
  
 
Approaching Conferences & Deadlines: 

 Association for Psychological Science  

http://www.psychologicalscience.org/ 
May 22-25, 2009, San Francisco, CA 

Proposals deadline has passed 
 American Psychological Association 

http://www.apa.org/ 

August 6-9, 2009, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
 Proposals deadline has passed 

 Society for the Teaching of Psychology 

http://www.teachpsych.org 

October 16-17, 2009, Atlanta, GA 
Proposals DUE May 15, 2009 

 National Society for Experiential Education  

 http://www.nsee.org 
 October 28-30, 2009, Dallas, TX 

 Proposals deadline has passed 
 American Evaluation Association 

 http://www.eval.org/ 
 November 11-14, 2009, Orlando, FL 

 Proposals deadline has passed 
 American Educational Research Association 

http://www.aera.net 

April 30-May 4, 2010, Denver, CO 
Proposals DUE July 15, 2009 

 
UNC & Community Events: 

 4.30:  UC Sidewalk Sale, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

 University Center Lower Level 

 4.30:  Spa Night, 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

UNC Campus Rec Center,  

 FREE for students, faculty, & staff 
www.unco.edu/campusrec 

 5/3:  Study Breakfast, 9:00 p.m. – midnight 

 University Center Food Court 
 FREE for students 

 

 

 
 
 
 

For more details and events, visit 

http://www.unco.edu/calendar/calendar.asp  

 

 
Important Academic Dates & Deadlines: 

 5.1:  Spring semester final day of classes 

 5.4-5.8:  FINALS WEEK 

 5.8:  Graduate Commencement Ceremony 

 7:00 p.m., Butler-Hancock Field House 
 5.8:  Last day for doctoral oral comps 

 5.8:  Last day for defense of dissertation 

 5.8: Last day for filing dissertation proposal 

 5.8: Incomplete grade change request deadline 

 5.9:  Undergraduate Commencement Ceremony 

 10:00 a.m., Nottingham Field 

 5.13:  Spring 2009 Final grade submissions due (5pm) 

 5.18: Spring 2009 Transcripts available  

 6.8: Spring 2009 Diplomas available 

 
** Last day for requesting defense of dissertation & Last day 

for requesting doctoral oral comps = 2 Weeks prior to 
scheduled defense** 

 
Summer 2009 Dates 

 5/15:  Last day to file for summer graduation 

 5/18: 12-week summer session begins 

 5/18: First 6-week summer session begins 

 5/22: First 6-wk session add/drop deadline 

 5/29: First 12-wk session add/drop deadline 

 6/8: 8-week summer session begins 

 6/15: 8-wk session add/drop deadline 

 6/19: Last day to request defense of dissertation  

 6/29: First 6-week session ends 

 6/29: Second 6-week session begins 

 7/1: First 6-week session Grades DUE 

 7/3: Last day for defense of dissertation if graduating 

Summer 2009 

 7/6: Second 6-wk session add/drop deadline 

 7/10: Last day to file thesis & doctoral dissertation 

 7/10: Last day to file written comp exam results 

 7/10: Outstanding diss/thesis nominations due 

 8/5: 8-week summer session grades DUE 

 8/7: Last day for defense of dissertation if NOT 

graduating Summer 2009 
 8/7: Last day for doctoral oral comps if NOT 

graduating Summer 2009 

 

 
For a full schedule of deadlines for graduate students, visit 

http://www.unco.edu/grad/current/deadlines.pdf   

http://www.psychologicalscience.org/
http://www.apa.org/
http://www.teachpsych.org/
http://www.nsee.org/
http://www.eval.org/
http://www.aera.net/
http://www.unco.edu/calendar/calendar.asp
http://www.unco.edu/grad/current/deadlines.pdf
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Announcements & Reminders 
 

 

PSY401 Spring Research Conference 

Come support the Psy401 students by attending their poster presentations: 

Thursday, May 7: 2-4 p.m. McKee 219 

This is a chance for these students to showcase their hard work, and a great experience for grads and faculty. 

Please contact Dr. Marilyn Welsh with any questions: marilyn.welsh@unco.edu  

 

 

WANTED: Graduate Student Presenters for the Ed Psych Society 

The Educational Psychology Society is looking for graduate students interested in presenting their research to their 

peers and faculty members next year. Students will be given the opportunity to practice presentations and receive 

positive feedback, recommendations, and ideas from colleagues while educating colleagues about your current or 

upcoming research. If you have questions or are interested, please contact Becky Jobes: becky.jobes@unco.edu 

 

 

University College 

Next fall, UNC will introduce University College, which will house advising and first-year experience, honors, 

civic engagement and interdisciplinary studies programs, and academic support services. The college is 

largely geared toward providing a home-base for students still deciding on a major or interested in designing 

one, as well as continuing to support all UNC students. The structure of the college will be as follows: 

 Academic Support and Advising: First-Year Experience, New Student Orientation, learning 

communities, Exploring the Liberal Arts, advising services, tutoring services and the Center for 

Human Enrichment/Student Support Services. 

 School of Core and Interdisciplinary Studies: Liberal Arts Core, Life of the Mind, interdisciplinary 

majors (some self-designed) and proposed major. 

 Center for Honors, Scholars and Leadership: Honors Program, President’s Leadership Program, 

undergraduate research and the McNair Scholars program. 

Tom Smith, assistant vice president for Undergraduate Studies, will serve as dean of University College. For more 

information about the college, visit http://www.unco.edu/universitycollege. 

 

 

 

Thank you to our Spring 2009 Speakers! 

Dr. Carl Granrud: Judging the size of a distant object: Strategy use by children and adults." 

Joshua Stewart: "Brain Development After Prenatal Alcohol Exposure." 

 

 

Congratulations…  

…to those of you selected to receive Graduate Assistantship Awards for Summer 2009   

…to those of you selected for TA positions in Fall 2009! 

…and to those of you GRADUATING! 

mailto:marilyn.welsh@unco.edu
mailto:becky.jobes@unco.edu
http://www.unco.edu/universitycollege
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Read, Write, & be Merry 
a few ideas for a productive summer

 
We’ve heard the advice before: graduate students 
need to “read, read, read,” and “write, write, write.”  
Right? Many of us have also laid elaborate plans for 
summer projects, only to reach August thinking, “Oh, 
crap. Where did the summer go?” 
So here is a list of summer reading and some recommended exercises to help get you and keep you writing. 
 
Recommended Readings  
Boice, R. (1990). Professors as writers: A self-help guide to productive writing.  
Elbow, P. (1981). Writing with power: Techniques for mastering the writing process.  
Goldberg, N. (1990). Wild mind: Living the writer’s life. New York: Bantam Books. 
Nihalani, P. K., & Mayrath, M. C. (2008). Publishing in educational psychology journals: Comments from the 

editors. Educational Psychology Review, 20, 29-39. 
Rankin, E. (2001). The work of writing: Insights and strategies for academics and professionals. 
Silvia, P. J. (2007). How to write a lot: A practical guide to productive academic writing. 
Stevens, D., & Cooper, J. (2009). Journal keeping: How to use reflective writing for effective learning, 

teaching, professional insight and positive change. Sterling, VA: Stylus Publishing. 
 
Five Writing Practices 
1)  Keep a journal (or journals) if you don’t already. 
 Use your journal for collecting and organizing ideas, note-taking, reflecting, and practicing your writing. 

You may choose to keep one journal with everything, or several journals with different purposes.  
2)  Schedule specific daily time to write.  
 Stating “I will write for 10 minutes every day” is a great start, but it’s easy to let this fall by the wayside as 

you push those 10 minutes later and later in the day. Schedule those 10 (+) minutes very specifically, such 
as “I will write from 9:50 until 10:00 a.m.” Block the time off, minimize distractions, and write. 

3) Practice a range of writing styles, from free-writing to formal. 
4) Remember to re-read what you have written. Even go so far as to write reflections on your writing. 
5) Consider joining (or forming) a writing group with people you are comfortable with. 
 
Five Writing Exercises (Based on Stevens & Cooper, 2009, and Goldberg, 1990) 
1) Keep your hand moving: do a timed free-write. For 10 to 15 minutes, write without stopping. Don’t know 

where to start? Describe your surroundings, or start with an “I” statement, like “I remember.” Anytime you 
get stuck, start over with another “I remember.” 

2) Focused Freewrite: offers more structure than freewriting by focusing on a specific topic, but still “free” in 
that this is NOT the time to worry about grammar, sentence structure, etc. Just write. 

 For example: pick a research topic you are interested in and write on that topic – what you know and 
don’t know, what assumptions you are making, reservations you may have – anything, so long as it 
comes back to this topic. 

3) Write a List: 
 For example: make a list of what you know about academic writing and how to produce it. Make a two-

column list about a research topic. List what you know in one, and what you don’t know in the other. 
4) Make a Concept Map: for a twist, do it with Post-It notes. One word or concept per note. 
 When you exhaust the possibilities, play with the arrangement, look for patterns and categories. 
5) Write a Dialogue: like a dialogue from a play script between “Me” and a second voice 
 For example: write a dialogue with your research topic, or write a dialogue with time, or with sleep 
 
Above all, Experiment. What works best for you? Morning, afternoon, or evening? Home office or public café? 
Write and reflect alone, or with a partner or group? Writing or typing? What helps YOU be productive? 
 
As always, if you have any other resources or tips you would like to share, please contact the editors! Thanks! 
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 University Schools              Volunteer 

o Research partnerships                       Opportunities 

o Volunteer aides and tutors 
o Contact: Sherry Gerner, 506-7001  

 
 Monfort Early Education Center 

o Research partnerships 
o Volunteer aides 
o Contact: Linda Neigherbauer, 339-6275 

 

 Greeley Children’s Museum 
o Help establish a children’s museum for Greeley’s downtown development: 

Á Research exhibit costs & develop estimate of overall expenses 
Á Develop ideas for exhibits in art, science & local community 
Á Find & apply for grant funding 
Á Design & create exhibits 
Á Develop programs to be run through the museum 

o Contact: Dr. Kevin Pugh, kevin.pugh@unco.edu, 351-2989 
 
 

Other Summer Volunteer Opportunities you know about? Contact one of the editors (info below) and we’ll 
help spread the word! 

 

 

From The Editors: 

 
First, we would like to apologize for the delay in distribution of the current issue. We appreciate 

your understanding and continued support! Thank you! 
 
 

Edutainment Link of the Month:  
Find links to fun psychology-related games and puzzles at 

http://www.psychnet-uk.com/games/games.htm 
(*please note: these are for entertainment and are not intended to serve as research instruments. Have fun!) 

 

 
Questions, Comments, Corrections or Concerns? 

Have an Event or Announcement You Would Like Included? 
Suggestions for Future Articles? 

 
Contact your local friendly editors and let us know! Thank you!!! 

 

Ben Heddy benjamin.heddy@unco.edu 
Karen Schmidt karen.schmidt@unco.edu 

mailto:kevin.pugh@unco.edu
http://www.psychnet-uk.com/games/games.htm
mailto:benjamin.heddy@unco.edu
mailto:karen.schmidt@unco.edu

