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University – Rural School District Partnerships for Educator Recruitment & Retention
Request for Funding
Supported by Colorado Department of Higher Education

Release Date:


October 13, 2017

Proposal Summit:

December 15, 2017

Proposal Due Date:

December 31, 2017 (Summited electronically to lori.reinsvold@unco.edu by 5:00PM, with Colorado University-Rural School District Partnership, Spring 2018 in the subject line)
Introduction

National and statewide research on trends in educator preparation and development have identified the need to improve the recruitment and retention of educators in Colorado’s rural school districts.  Funds have been awarded to the University of Northern Colorado by Colorado Department of Higher Education to address this challenge through the Colorado Center for Rural Education (CCRE).
Colorado Center for Rural Education invites applications from University-Rural School District Partnerships across the state that detail an expanded commitment to the recruitment, preparation, and ongoing support of educators for rural school districts. The university is the lead fiscal agent and responsible party for the partnership proposal. This request for proposals is issued to support activities in the current year that detail specific activities for the 2017-18 school year.
Attendance at a “Proposal Summit” is required for all those who are planning to submit a proposal.  The summit will be convened on the UNC Denver Center at Lowry (extended.unco.edu/about/centers/denver-lowry.asp), on Friday, December 15, 2017 for the purpose of reviewing proposal presentations from each University-Rural School District Partnership, providing feedback for strengthening proposals, and ensuring that the proposals meet statewide needs on a regional basis.  A university and school district or BOCES representative are required to attend.  Travel for two individuals from each project will be reimbursed by the Center.  Please notify Lori Reinsvold by December 1, 2017 as to your intention to attend this summit.  
The final proposal from each partnership must be received by December 31, 2017.  UNC will initiate funding agreements with selected partnerships in January, 2018. The amount for approved partnerships is expected to be in the range of $40,000 to $60,000. The Center expects to fund 5-7 proposals from University-Rural School District Partnerships. The outcomes from the partnership activities are to be presented at the 2018 Rural Education Summit (July, 2018). All funds must be committed and encumbered by June 30, 2018. 

Focus
The focus of this RFP is to develop “nodes” across Colorado where universities develop and expand collaborative relationships with rural school districts in regions within the state (see eligible list at http://www.unco.edu/colorado-
center-for-rural-education/pdf/resources-teachers/CDE_Rural_Small_Rural_Designation_JAN_2016.pdf) in the following areas:
· Recruitment and retention of educators in high need areas (e.g. mathematics, science, special education, culturally and linguistically diverse education, and specialized instructions services).
· Develop in-depth recruitment strategies that provide pathways into educator preparation programs that address regional needs.
· Enhance professional development opportunities in areas of greatest need for rural school districts to ensure development of teacher leaders and continuity of practice in an identified university-rural school district partnership. 
An Example of a Rural Node
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Hub = University

Spoke = Rural School District (including BOCES partners)
Activities of the proposal should align with one or more of the areas noted above, and concentrate on one or more of the following: 

· Identify universities and rural school districts to form and/or expand sustainable partnerships (node) for the purpose of recruitment and retention of educator in rural Colorado school districts. 

· Professional development provided by university and school staff to rural educators on content and pedagogical strategies, induction, and leadership (e.g., ongoing, relevant, team cohort/Professional Learning Communities (PLC)).
· Professional development provided by university faculty for school administrators on instructional leadership and induction.
· Focused placement of pre-service teachers with teacher leaders in rural schools. 
· Pre-service teachers visit rural partner schools during first phase of field experience and methods course.
· Develop teacher academy opportunities to bring rural high-school students to hub/university to understand and explore opportunities of teaching careers.
· Partnerships between universities and rural school districts to develop pathways for preparation of educators in high need areas.
· Promote existing CCRE activities: 1)  stipends for pre-service teachers to complete student teaching in rural school districts (http://www.unco.edu/colorado-center-for-rural-education/student-teaching-stipend.aspx), and 2) stipends for teachers to complete Concurrent Enrollment Educator Qualification Scholarship (http://www.unco.edu/colorado-center-for-rural-education/concurrent-enrollment-educator-qualification-scholarship.aspx)  or National Board Teaching Certification Scholarship (http://www.unco.edu/colorado-center-for-rural-education/national-board-teacher-certification-scholarship.aspx)).
Selection Criteria

Proposal should demonstrate how university faculty/staff will collaborate with rural school districts to support one or more of the focus areas of this RFP.

Partnership must meet the following minimum requirements:

1. a public or private college or university authorized by the State of Colorado to prepare educators, and

2. a collection of Colorado public rural school districts in a defined region of the state, for example multiple BOCES.
Outcomes

Through an evaluation process, the following outcomes are expected by the end of the funding cycle:

· Established collaborative and sustaining partnerships between universities and rural school districts that help to meet on-going needs in K-12 rural education. Specific details for sustainability must be described in the project description section.
· Increased number of rural high school students recruited to the educator preparation programs in Colorado’s approved programs.*
· Increased number of educators who complete an educator preparation program and commit to teach in a rural school district.*
· Increased number of rural educators and school administrators who participated in professional learning and teaching in rural schools.*
*Describe the project impact based on an estimated ratio of projected costs divided by the number of students and/or educators served.  Include this information in the proposal narrative.
Required Sections of the Proposal
1. Abstract:  a project abstract of not more than 200 words

2. Project Description: a description of proposed Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant
Time-Oriented (SMART) objectives and activities, and how they relate to each other; a timeline; partners and participants; demonstration of need for the project (needs assessment results or letters of support from each collaborating organization that specifically attest to the need of the project and the commitment to participate).  This section should be in line with the focus, selection criteria, and outcomes noted above.

3. Budget:  a completed budget form (attached); include a description of  budget items and how they are associated with project objectives; budget percentage for each partner; and a breakdown of salary costs.  The budget total should not exceed $60,000.  Indirect costs are not permitted. If the budget includes personnel, a plan for sustainability of this cost must be provided.  The nature and scope of the proposed project will determine the size of the award.  CCRE may reduce proposed budgets or impose additional special conditions to any funded project or both.  The funding period is January 15, 2018 – June 30, 2018.
4. Vita(e) (in Addendum): one page vita for the project director and key project staff.

5. Forms (Completed Transmittal Form & Completed Certificate of Assurances)

Proposals should not exceed six double-spaced pages, not including supplementary information such as vitae, forms,  budget, budget narrative, and letters of commitment.  (All may be included in addenda.)

Notification

The CCRE staff will notify the selected grant recipients by January 10, 2018.

Reporting
The project director will need to provide a progress report in March, 2018, and final report by June 30, 2018.  Forms will be provided for these reports.
Questions: please contact, Dr. Lori Reinsvold, 970-351-1280, lori.reinsvold@unco.edu
Colorado Center for Rural Education at UNC, McKee Hall 282A,  P.O. Box 106, University of Northern Colorado, Greeley, CO 80639

http://www.unco.edu/colorado_center_for_rural_education               ph: 970-351-4954

	2018 University – Rural School District Partnerships for Educator Recruitment & Retention

Transmittal Form

	Project Title:

Legal name of institution:

	Estimated Number of Participants (please specify the number of administrators, teachers, paraprofessionals and/or students impacted by the proposed program):

	Project Start Date:   

Project End Date: June 30, 2017
	Proposed Project Total Budget: $

	Project Director Name:



	Project Director e-mail:



	Project Director Address (city, state, zip)



	Project Director Telephone


	Fax

	Name and e-mail of Chief Academic Officer



	Fiscal Contact Responsible for Grant (Must be employed by applicant)

Name:
	Title:

	Fiscal Contact Address (city, state, zip)



	Fiscal Contact Telephone


	Fax

	Fiscal Contact e-mail



	Extension:



	For

CCRE
Use Only
	Action Taken:

(    a.  Awarded

(    b.  Rejected

(    c.  Returned for Amendment

(    d.  Withdrawn
	Funding:



	
	
	University-Rural School District

Partnerships
	$


	2018 University – Rural School District Partnerships for Educator Recruitment & Retention

Certificate of Assurances



	Project Title:



	The Certificate of Assurances must be completed by the Chief Academic Officer of the applying for the 2018 University – Rural School District Partnerships for Educator Recruitment & Retention Grant.

I hereby provide assurances to the Colorado Center for Rural Education (CCRE) at the University of Northern Colorado that if this institution receives a grant under the terms of the 2018 University – Rural School District Partnerships for Educator Recruitment & Retention grant, it will:

1)  Conduct the activities as described in this proposal;

2)  Provide institutional/organization funding and resources as stated in this application;

3)  Comply with all reporting requirements of the  grant-funded program and supply CCRE with a   report and any findings during the funding period in which those grant monies were expended. Final Report will be due by July 31, 2018;

4)  Keep all records necessary for fiscal and program reporting and give CCRE access to and the right to examine all records, books, papers, or documents, related to this grant;

5)  Retain all records related to the conduct of the project for a period of six years;

6)  Comply with all regulations and requirements of the grant;

7)  Use grant funds to supplement, and not supplant, funds from non-federal sources;

8)  Comply with Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 USC 2000d) prohibiting employment    discriminatory practices will result in unequal treatment of persons who are or should be benefiting rom the grant aided activity; and

9) Ensure equitable participation of faculty from non-public schools to the extent feasible.

Institution

Name/Title of Chief Academic Officer

Signature/Date




Instructions for Completing the Budget Request Form (budget form is attached as a separate document).
Please use these instructions as a guide for completing the Budget Request form.  Food for workshops/courses and meetings can not be supported by this budget.  If you have any questions while developing your budget, please contact lori.reinsvold@unco.edu or 970-351-1280. 

The budget spreadsheet is attached with this document. Please ensure that formulas for all “totals,” “sub-totals,” and “total budget as percentage” are included into the spreadsheet

The following steps are required to complete the Budget Request Form (note highlighted areas that must be completed:

1.  
Enter the title of the grant project, and Lead University.
2.
Enter the names of the partnering school districts, partnering institutions of higher education, the names of the partnering individual schools and/or partnering organization and a description of the how the organization is involved in the project proposal.  

3. Enter the names of persons involved in the project and enter the budget amount that will be allocated to each in the appropriate partner column.  The total must add up to the budget amount requested.  
4. For Fringe, please note the benefit rate.

5. For Travel please note the mileage, lodging, per diem rates.

6. For Supplies and Materials, please provide a general itemized list.

7. For Contractual expenses, please list names, and rates with the description.

8. If student/educator  stipends/scholarships are offered, please indicate this in the grant project partners section and name it as such.  Please note the rates and number of participants served.  CCRE will not require a list of stipend/scholarship recipients; however, the stipend recipients must be included in the final report.
Other, please describe this cost. (Costs that cannot be supported by this budget include any indirect costs, and food for workshops/courses and meetings. 
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