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Get A Move On!!

By Carissa Renee Carter
Museletter Editor, WRC

OK, I know what all you
readers must be thinking. .
. . You women at the
Women’s Resource Center
need to be getting a move
on. Well, we are, Within
the past few weeks, we
have not only provided the
campus with wonderful
programs such as Dining
with Dykes, WomanTalk, and
the Women'’s Recognition
Banquet (which attracted -
187 nominees and over 250
attendees), but we have also
been hauling box-load after
box-load into our beautiful
(and purple) building. Ouch!
That is a lot to accomplish
within a three week period,
and that is part of the reason
for our two “mini-
Museletters.”

Now that things are
starting to settle down (kind
of), we are now open for

the campus to visit. Let me
just take a few seconds to
explain what we have to
offer here at Scott-Willcoxon.
First of all, the Women’s
Resource Center has always
been a shelter for women to
come and escape. Not only do
we have an amazing staff, but
we also provide many services
to both women and men on
campus. We have a library
equipped with hundreds of
books pertaining to many
issues involving women. Such
topics include . . . . feminism,
women in religion, gender
issues, leadership, education,
psychology, and many essays
and novels. Wow, you could
use the library for those term
papers due at the end of the
semester. We also have many
articles and women’s issues
informational packets.
Besides the resources

our library provides, we
also offer our facility to
student groups and those in
need of a meeting place for
free. Yep, were definitely not
into the bureaucratic system
most of the university is
into. We just want to
offer great programs,
friendly faces, accessible
researching materials,
our facility, and mounds
of chocolate. Before the
end of the semester, we
will be sponsoring
WomanFest, WomanTalk,
Take Your Daughters to
Work Day, and A WRC
Movie Night, so we are
continuing with our
plethora of programming.

So we hope to see more
students passing through
here. We are always ready
to help and to offer a
chocolaty smile.
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What a turnout! Last month’s
Female Genital Mutilation Forum,
presented by the WRC for
International Week, was a huge
success with around two hundred
people in attendance. The chosen
speakers offered wonderful
insight into a topic that is often
not spoken about freely in the
United States and in many
Western cultures, thought to be
too appalling to discuss. But with
the direction of moderator/
facilitator Sean O'Halleran, an
Associate Professor in Counseling
Psychology at UNC, the speakers
worked past this taboo subject
and opened many eyes to the
practice and the cultural implica-
tions that go with it.

The first speaker was Ghidey
Ghebrehenes, a graduate student
in Nursing at UNC. Sheis a native
of Eritrea, Africa, where she
formerly worked in the
healthcare profession and often
dealt with FGM. She explained
some of the terms associated with
different types of procedures and
explained some of the medical

o-Editor

complications that can result from
the different procedures. Ghidey
emphasized that prenatal and
maternal healthcare are very
important to decrease the practice
of FGM.

We next heard from Susan
Erickson, a vivacious doctoral
candidate in Anthropology at the
University of Colorado-Boulder who
has done extensive research on the
topic of FGM. She explained that
she had first been exposed to FGM
when she served as a Peace Corps
volunteer in Sierra Leone, Africa,
and spent two years with the Mende
people and later wrote an award-
winning Master's thesis on FGM.
She explained the procedure to
have many cultural implications
that Americans and people of other
cultures do not understand. Susan
explained that the social pressure
for this procedure to occur to young
girls among the Mende people is
very intense and by not having the
procedure done, many young
women risk social ostrazation and
are not considered “marriageable,”
which to a Mende woman means

inlightens

difficulty for survival,

The last speaker, Ellen Moore, is
a co-coordinator of Amnesty
International USA’s Urgent Action
Program based out of Boulder,
and shared some of the work that
her organization has been doing
to try to stop the procedure of
EGM. She explained that Am-
nesty International advocates to
the governments of these coun-
tries allowing the practice of FGM
appealing for legislation to deter
it and emphasizing education
about the maladies that can
result from the procedure.

The forum ended with questions
from the audience that sparked
even more discussion among the
speakers about the issues sur-
rounding FGM in the United
States and Colorado, Concerns
were raised about the current
state legislation on the table that
would ban the procedure to be
done in Colorado. Those who
attended claimed to have been
enlightened about the topic both
generally and as a local concern.
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When Sophie Germain, a
budding 18th-century French
mathematician, was first
developing her talent for the
subject, her family took
extreme measures to prevent
her from studying math at
night. They stopped heating
her room and would confis-
cate her clothing after she was
in bed. Thankfully, her family
relented after finding her
asleep at her desk and
wrapped in blankets.

Sophie was not alone, as
many other women through-
out history who wanted to
study mathematics faced
major challenges. (Ms. Lissa
Buyske’s article in last month's

Museletter recounted how long it
took for the significant accom-
plishments of Ada Byron to be
recognized.)

UNC mathematics major Casey
Sidwell will explore this topic in a
presentation “The Herstory of
Mathematics: Accomplishments
and Obstacles of Notable Women
in Math History” on Thursday,
April 8 for UNC Research Day.

The paper began as a project
for the Women's Studies 100
course Sidwell took last fall. The
faculty sponsor of the talk is Dr.
Larry Lesser, who has incorpo-
rated gender awareness into his
mathematics history course and
has utilized Dr. Melanie Wilson'’s
resources to enhance a graduate

Viathematics Herstory

mathematics education panel
and to help link an introduc-
tory statistics course to the
Sociology of Gender course.

Sidwell’s presentation will be
accessible to a general under-
graduate audience and she
will provide useful resource
handouts for attendees.
Sidwell will provide an intro-
duction to some of the earliest
female mathematicians and
will facilitate some interesting
discussion about why there
were so few. The exact room
and time was not known at
press time, but can be looked
up in the Research Day
program.

As the
semester and
academic year
wind down,
think of the
WRC! You can
donate books
research mate-
rials, plants,
artwork, and
other items to
our new
building! Call
for pickup
351-1492.

" Where's the "Beefy" Degree?

I don't spell-
check my

E-mails cither!

Uncovering the ugly under-belly of what is
considered “higher-education.”
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