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Art Appreciation Students at the Kirkland
Museum of Fine Arts

Thinking about
Becoming a

Teacher?

We are enrolling new
students for the spring

2021 semester through the
end of December.

Call Dr. Rosanne Fulton,
Director, UNC Center for
Urban Education, at 303-
637-4334 or email her for

more information.

Watch our short video to
learn more about the CUE

teacher-preparation
program.

How to Make Art Make Sense
When Walt Kisner earned a master's degree in education, his professors focused on teaching him how to
think rather than what to think. And that’s the approach he takes in his Art Appreciation class at UNC
Center for Urban Education (CUE). Most of the teacher candidates have little formal exposure to art, so
Kisner breaks it down into two parts—understanding and experience.

“At the end of the class, I want them to feel confident in their opinion about any piece of art, because
they can back it up. They have new knowledge of art techniques and history, plus they can rely on their
felt experience from getting involved in the creative process themselves,” said Kisner.

I want students to feel confident in their opinion about any piece of art.

Start with Care and Respect
Kisner used to start each semester by quoting Albert Einstein: “Logic will get you from A to B.
Imagination will take you everywhere.”

But when he saw the CUE students’ level of involvement and commitment, he added something else to
that formula: persistence and perseverance. Kisner had three children and worked part time while going
to school full time to earn his undergraduate degree; he knows hard work when he sees it and respects
the students’ ability to overcome obstacles.

Kisner has plenty of empathy when it comes to
struggling through the creative process as well. He
worked as a professional painter for decades, earned
his Bachelor of Fine Arts from Carnegie-Mellon
University College of Fine Arts, and went on to earn a
Master of Fine Arts from the University of Texas.

Later, he earned a second master’s degree—this one
in education—to bolster his many decades of teaching
experience. Kisner’s education, skills, and experience
allow him to masterfully guide his students with
patience and care.

Walt is inviting and encouraging; he has helped to
tease out my inner artist.

Student Paul Lang can attest to that fact. “Walt is
inviting and encouraging; he has helped to tease out
my inner artist. He does not judge harshly and always
wants to understand my perspective,” said Lang.

Tie the Past to the Present
Kisner helps students with the
“understanding” part of art by tying the
past to the present. This semester, for
example, Denver resident and art
collector Paul Hamilton spoke to the
class about his collection of traditional
African sculpture and the effect it had on
Picasso and other artists.

“Art in the past affects art that’s being
created now—even in the most extreme
cases,” Kisner said. He brings the point
home by showing them examples in
person. This semester, the class took
field trips to the RedLine Contemporary
Art Center, a cathedral in downtown
Denver, and the Kirkland Museum of Fine
& Decorative Art.

Student Shayla Staton agrees that the class has
led her to a new level of understanding. “I see art
in a totally different light now,” said Staton. “Our
field trips to museums and my art journal project
exposed me to beautiful art throughout the city I
would never have known about.”

I see art in a totally different light now.

Let Them Dig In
Kisner facilitates the “experience” part of art
appreciation by having students complete several
art projects themselves. One of those projects—
creating a cubist, Picasso-like bust of themselves
—has several stages and takes the entire
semester.

The very first project is creating a collage that describes themselves using images from magazines.
They can’t use numbers or words, only pictures. “For students who don’t consider themselves ‘artistic,’
they immediately see they can create something new and unique from the work of others,” said Kisner.
“And they’re beginning to wrestle with problems that all visual artists deal with.”

They immediately see they can create something new and unique from the work of others.

It’s the end of the semester, and Lang has
achieved Professor Kisner’s ultimate goal:
confidence in his ability to judge art. Lang
said, “The course has shown me how to look
at a piece of art not as just a ‘cool’ sculpture
or painting. I can now look at works and see
how the artist creates perspective and uses
shading, line work, and brush stroke to
create beautiful pieces.”

Once they don’t fear art but relate to it,
they can use it as a tool with their own

students.

“Once they don’t fear art but relate to it, they
can use it as a tool with their own students,”
said Kisner. One of Kisner’s current
students works with mentally and
emotionally challenged students in her role

as a paraprofessional; she reported that when other methods of communication had failed, she
and her students “talked” through art. If she created a drawing, she would have them color it in.
Or she would ask them to make a small picture to explain their feelings. “I saw their drawings,”
said Kisner, “and felt we all had done some important work through the medium of art this
term.”

To see some of Kisner’s art, visit his website. Read this article to learn more about Paul
Hamilton’s collection.

Newsletter Archive

Did you miss previous issues of the Chronicle? Visit the Leadership Council page on our website, scroll
down, and click on past newsletters.

Contact Us

Rosanne Fulton, PhD
Director, Center for Urban Education
UNC Denver Center at Lowry
1059 Alton Way
Denver CO 80230
Office: 303-637-4334
rosanne.fulton@unco.edu
www.unco.edu/UrbanEd

Manage your preferences | Opt out using TrueRemove™

Got this as a forward? Sign up to receive our future emails.

View this email online.

University of Northern Colorado | 501 20th Street 
Greeley, CO | 80639 US

This email was sent to . 
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.

Subscribe to our email list

http://unco.edu/urbaned
http://unco.edu/urbaned
http://unco.edu/urbaned
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Michelangelo%2C%20Picasso%2C%20O%E2%80%99Keefe%3A%20Love%20it%20or%20hate%20it%3F+https://t.e2ma.net/webview/9zvz5d/93eadce15f4d44adb9799a602149b03a
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https://t.e2ma.net/webview/9zvz5d/93eadce15f4d44adb9799a602149b03a
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://t.e2ma.net/webview/9zvz5d/93eadce15f4d44adb9799a602149b03a
http://unco.edu/urbaned
mailto:rosanne.fulton@unco.edu
https://www.unco.edu/cebs/urban-education/
http://unco.edu/urbaned
https://www.aaaahartbykisner.com/
https://www.9news.com/article/news/local/black-history-month/denver-artist-turns-his-home-into-a-mini-museum-dedicated-to-africa/73-523634483
https://www.unco.edu/cebs/urban-education/leadership-council.aspx
mailto:rosanne.fulton@unco.edu?subject=About%20CUE...
http://www.unco.edu/UrbanEd
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1914554/1912119.234661175/
https://t.e2ma.net/webview/9zvz5d/93eadce15f4d44adb9799a602149b03a
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1914554/1912119/?v=a

