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WHATõS THE CIRP FRESHMAN SURVEY?

òDeveloped at UCLAõs Cooperative Institutional 

Research Program (CIRP)

ò National study with 40 year history

ò Data on over 13 million students at 1,900 

institutions

ò Stand alone instrument or used with follow up 

surveys for longitudinal tracking



WHAT DOES IT MEASURE?

ò High school behaviors and activities

ò Academic preparedness

ò Admissions decisions

ò Expectations of college

ò Interactions with peers and instructors

ò Values and goals

ò Demographic characteristics

ò Financial concerns



UNCõS PARTICIPATION

ò Administered Freshman Survey during summer 

orientation

ò N = 1,946 (87% response rate)

ò Paper and pencil administration

ò Voluntary participation

ò IRB approved



DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

UNC

(n = 1,946)

National 

(n = 54,569)

Men 39.2 43.2

Women 60.8 56.8

African American 4.5 13.7

American Indian/ AlaskaNative 3.4 2.3

Asian American/Asian 3.2 3.8

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 1.0 1.1

Hispanic (Mexican American/Chicano, Puerto 

Rican, other Latino)

9.8 13.8

White/Caucasian 87.7 74.5

Other 3.1 3.3



ADDITIONAL DEMOGRAPHICS

ò 97.1% between 18 or 19 years old

ò 97.5% report English as native language

ò 99.2% US citizens

ò 52.2% reported their father has a college degree

ò 50.4% reported their mother has a college degree

ò 91.3% graduated from a public school (not charter 

or magnet) compared to 84.4% nationwide



RACIAL/ETHNIC COMPOSITION 

OF HIGH SCHOOL AND NEIGHBORHOOD

High School Neighborhood

UNC National UNC National 

Completely Non-White 0.6 3.9 1.2 7.0

Mostly non-White 5.9 12.2 6.5 10.8

Roughly half non-White 23.1 22.9 12.8 12.6

Mostly White 60.2 52.2 58.3 47.4

Completely White 10.2 8.8 21.2 22.2



TUTORING/REMEDIAL WORK

Had in Past Expect to Need

English 8.6 9.8

Reading 9.3 5.2

Mathematics 18.5 34.6

Social Studies 5.3 2.4

Science 7.3 14.1

ForeignLanguage 7.6 10.6

Writing 7.2 11.3



AVERAGE GRADE IN HIGH SCHOOL

UNC National

A or A+ 14.3 16.5

A- 13.1 16.0

B+ 22.7 27.5

B 23.0 17.7

B- 17.0 14.4

C+ 4.5 3.7

C 5.3 4.0

D 0.2 0.1



AP EXPERIENCE

APCourses AP Exams

UNC National UNC National

Not offered at my high school 5.4 6.3 6.1 7.4

None 34.9 41.4 47.9 52.9

1 to 4 52.6 45.7 41.3 35.4

5 to 9 6.6 5.9 4.5 3.9

10 to 14 0.4 0.5 0.1 0.2

15+ 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.2



RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE

UNC National

Buddhist 0.6 0.7

Catholic 17.2 26.9

Hindu 0.1 0.3

Islamic 0.1 0.5

Jewish 1.5 1.4

LDS (Mormon) 1.2 2.2

Protestant 52.0 48.0

Other Religion 3.9 2.9

None 23.5 17.1

Å26.7% of UNC respondents consider themselves to be born again 

Christians.  This compares to 29.6% nationwide.

Å14.5% describe themselves as evangelical. This compares to 8.3% 

nationwide.



PAST YEARõS ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES

UNC National 

Tutored anotherstudent 49.0 50.3

Studied with other students 88.9 85.6

Was a guest in a teacherõs home25.4 22.3

Asked a teacher for advice after class 30.6 24.2

Used the Internet for research or homework 75.4 71.5

Was boredin class 45.4 42.3

Came late to class 76.0 61.2



PAST YEARõS POLITICAL/

CIVIC ACTIVITIES

UNC National

Participated in political demonstrations 22.1 21.5

Performed volunteer work 80.4 78.5

Voted in a student election 20.4 20.1

Used the Internet to read news sites 37.0 40.5

Performed community service as part of a class 51.5 54.1

Discussed politics 30.9 25.2

Worked on a local, state, ornational political 

campaign

8.4 9.7



PAST YEARõS HIGH RISK ACTIVITIES

UNC National

Smoked cigarettes 7.1 6.3

Drank beer 50.0 40.6

Drank wine or liquor 57.0 46.9

Felt overwhelmed by all I had to do 36.0 28.0

Felt depressed 9.0 7.3



OTHER ACTIVITIES

UNC National

Attended a religious service 75.1 78.1

Played a musical instrument 42.8 39.6

Socialized with someone of another racial/ethnicgroup 69.6 65.4

Used the Internet to read blogs 31.1 34.4

Discussed religion 32.4 27.3



TIME SPENT ON STUDYING/

HOMEWORK DURING LAST YEAR OF HS

UNC National

None 2.3 3.4

Less than one hour 13.3 17.2

1 to 2 hours 27.2 27.9

3 to 5 hours 30.3 28.8

6 to 10 hours 17.5 14.4

11 to 15 hours 6.2 4.8

16 to 20 hours 1.9 1.9

Over 20 hours 1.3 1.4



TIME SPENT SOCIALIZING WITH 

FRIENDS DURING LAST YEAR OF HS

UNC National

None 0.2 0.4

Less than one hour 1.7 1.5

1 to 2 hours 5.2 6.3

3 to 5 hours 18.7 18.3

6 to 10 hours 24.3 24.5

11 to 15 hours 18.7 17.8

16 to 20 hours 13.0 11.3

Over 20 hours 18.2 19.8



TIME SPENT TALKING WITH 

TEACHERS OUTSIDE OF CLASS 

DURING LAST YEAR OF HS

UNC National

None 7.0 11.2

Less than one hour 41.5 43.5

1 to 2 hours 33.1 29.1

3 to 5 hours 13.1 11.1

6 to 10 hours 3.4 3.1

11 to 15 hours 1.3 1.1

16 to 20 hours 0.4 0.4

Over 20 hours 0.2 0.5



TIME SPENT ON EXERCISE 

OR SPORTS DURING LAST YEAR OF HS

UNC National

None 2.9 5.5

Less than one hour 9.8 9.5

1 to 2 hours 15.6 15.5

3 to 5 hours 18.7 18.3

6 to 10 hours 17.2 17.3

11 to 15 hours 13.0 13.3

16 to 20 hours 9.8 8.2

Over 20 hours 13.0 12.2



TIME SPENT PARTYING DURING 

LAST YEAR OF HS

UNC National

None 29.2 25.3

Less than one hour 16.0 14.6

1 to 2 hours 18.6 17.4

3 to 5 hours 16.4 19.5

6 to 10 hours 9.9 12.2

11 to 15 hours 5.4 5.4

16 to 20 hours 2.1 2.6

Over 20 hours 2.3 3.0



TIME SPENT WORKING FOR PAY 

DURING LAST YEAR OF HS

UNC National

None 23.1 25.5

Less than one hour 3.1 2.7

1 to 2 hours 3.3 3.4

3 to 5 hours 7.1 6.7

6 to 10 hours 10.8 12.4

11 to 15 hours 16.0 13.7

16 to 20 hours 17.6 15.8

Over 20 hours 18.9 19.7



TIME SPENT ON VOLUNTEER 

WORK DURING LAST YEAR OF HS

UNC National

None 31.7 33.5

Less than one hour 24.9 23.0

1 to 2 hours 22.1 21.7

3 to 5 hours 10.8 12.0

6 to 10 hours 4.7 4.8

11 to 15 hours 2.7 1.9

16 to 20 hours 1.3 1.0

Over 20 hours 1.8 2.1



TIME SPENT WITH STUDENT 

CLUBS/GROUPS DURING LAST YEAR OF HS

UNC National

None 33.1 32.9

Less than one hour 16.1 15.5

1 to 2 hours 17.9 22.6

3 to 5 hours 14.0 15.2

6 to 10 hours 8.6 6.8

11 to 15 hours 4.1 3.1

16 to 20 hours 2.6 1.5

Over 20 hours 3.8 2.4



TIME SPENT WATCHING TV 

DURING LAST YEAR OF HS

UNC National

None 6.2 5.6

Less than one hour 17.5 15.7

1 to 2 hours 25.2 24.9

3 to 5 hours 27.1 26.8

6 to 10 hours 14.0 14.8

11 to 15 hours 4.7 5.8

16 to 20 hours 2.2 2.6

Over 20 hours 3.0 3.9



TIME SPENT ON HOUSEHOLD/

CHILDCARE DUTIES DURING 

LAST YEAR OF HS

UNC National

None 15.8 18.2

Less than one hour 20.2 20.2

1 to 2 hours 30.9 30.3

3 to 5 hours 20.2 19.2

6 to 10 hours 6.9 6.6

11 to 15 hours 3.7 2.5

16 to 20 hours 1.2 1.1

Over 20 hours 1.2 1.9



TIME SPENT READING FOR 

PLEASURE DURING LAST YEAR OF HS

UNC National

None 30.0 29.2

Less than one hour 23.6 25.0

1 to 2 hours 21.8 21.8

3 to 5 hours 12.7 13.4

6 to 10 hours 7.3 5.9

11 to 15 hours 2.6 2.4

16 to 20 hours 0.9 1.1

Over 20 hours 1.0 1.3



TIME SPENT PLAYING VIDEO/

COMPUTER GAMES DURING 

LAST YEAR OF HS

UNC National

None 41.9 39.6

Less than one hour 21.1 21.2

1 to 2 hours 15.1 15.9

3 to 5 hours 10.0 11.4

6 to 10 hours 5.4 5.9

11 to 15 hours 3.2 2.8

16 to 20 hours 1.2 1.3

Over 20 hours 2.1 2.0



TIME SPENT ON ONLINE SOCIAL 

NETWORKS DURING LAST YEAR OF HS

UNC National

None 17.5 14.7

Less than one hour 21.7 18.2

1 to 2 hours 24.4 25.0

3 to 5 hours 18.3 21.5

6 to 10 hours 9.5 10.3

11 to 15 hours 4.0 4.5

16 to 20 hours 2.4 2.2

Over 20 hours 2.2 3.5



STUDENT RATED SELF òABOVE AVERAGEó 

OR òHIGHEST 10%ó COMPARED TO 

AVERAGE PERSON HIS/HER AGE

UNC National

Academicability 57.7 58.2

Computer skills 39.3 39.5

Mathematical ability 32.5 35.0

Publicspeaking ability 39.1 33.2

Self confidence (intellectual) 58.4 55.5

Writing ability 45.9 40.6



STUDENT RATED SELF òABOVE AVERAGEó 

OR òHIGHEST 10%ó COMPARED TO 

AVERAGE PERSON HIS/HER AGE

UNC National

Competitiveness 57.8 56.0

Cooperativeness 72.7 70.7

Leadership ability 64.3 58.4

Self-confidence (social) 56.6 52.8

Understanding of others 67.4 63.4



STUDENT RATED SELF òABOVE AVERAGEó 

OR òHIGHEST 10%ó COMPARED TO 

AVERAGE PERSON HIS/HER AGE

UNC National

Artistic ability 32.0 26.7

Creativity 58.7 54.0

Drive to achieve 71.0 70.1

Emotional health 51.3 50.9

Physical health 54.7 53.2

Self understanding 57.4 53.6

Spirituality 40.3 37.5



STUDENTS REPORTED THEY 

òFREQUENTLYó DID IN THE PAST YEAR

UNC National

Ask questions in class 53.5 51.0

Support opinions with logical argument 58.9 51.9

Seek solutions to problems and explain to others 45.4 43.6

Revise papers to improve writing 45.8 42.9

Evaluate quality or reliability of information received 31.5 30.3

Take a risk because you felt you had more to gain 44.8 37.4

Seek alternative solutions to problem 42.1 38.8

Look up scientific research articlesand resources 16.4 18.8

Explore topics on own, even if not required for class 28.1 26.1

Accept failure as part of learning process 23.9 19.1

Seek feedback on academic work 46.2 40.2



TOP 10 REASONS NOTED AS 

òVERY IMPORTANTó IN INFLUENCING 

DECISIONS TO ATTEND THIS COLLEGE

UNC National

(1) This college has a very good academic reputation 59.9 53.1 (1)

(2) This collegeõs graduates get good jobs47.3 45.1 (3)

(3) I wanted to go to a school about the size of this college 39.4 37.4 (5)

(4) The cost of attending this college 38.9 45.9 (2)

(5) A visit to campus 33.9 38.1 (4)

(6) This college has good reputationfor social activities 30.3 33.5 (7)

(7) I was offered financial assistance 26.6 34.2 (6)

(8) Its graduates gain admission to top grad/prof schools 24.2 25.8 (8)

(9) I wanted to live near home 20.4 23.9 (9)

(10) Information from a website 15.2 15.7 (10)



COLLEGE CHOICE

Is this college your: UNC National 

First choice? 72.4 64.2

Second choice? 21.7 25.8

Third choice? 4.4 7.1

Less than 3rd choice? 1.4 3.0

Å89.9% of UNC respondents reported that they were accepted 

by their first choice school compared to 84.2% nationwide.

Å13.6% of UNC respondents reported one or both parents had 

attended UNC. 

Å10.4% of national respondents reported that one or both 

parents had attended the studentôs institution.



NUMBER OF COLLEGES TO 

WHICH STUDENTS APPLIED 

IN ADDITION TO THIS ONE

UNC National

None 31.7 20.7

One 17.4 13.4

Two 20.1 16.6

Three 15.0 17.8

Four 8.2 12.4

Five 3.8 8.1

Six 1.8 5.0

Seven to ten 1.9 5.1

Eleven ormore 0.2 0.9



HOW INVOLVED WERE PARENTS 

IN COLLEGE DECISION PROCESSES?

UNC National 

Decision to go to college:

Too little 5.1 6.6

Right amount 86.0 81.2

Too much 8.9 12.1

Application(s) to college:

Too little 16.0 16.2

Right amount 74.6 72.7

Too much 9.4 11.1



HOW INVOLVED WERE PARENTS 

IN COLLEGE DECISION PROCESSES?

UNC National 

Decision to go to this college: 

Too little 11.2 11.6

Right amount 80.3 78.0

Too much 8.6 10.4

Dealings with officials artyour college:

Too little 17.0 18.1

Right amount 79.1 75.6

Too much 3.9 6.3



HOW INVOLVED WERE PARENTS 

IN COLLEGE DECISION PROCESSES?

UNC National 

Choosing college courses:

Too little 23.3 26.4

Right amount 70.5 70.0

Too much 6.2 3.6

Choosing college activities:

Too little 19.7 25.1

Right amount 75.0 70.7

Too much 5.3 4.1



HOW MANY MILES IS THIS COLLEGE 

FROM YOUR PERMANENT HOME?

UNC National

5 or less 3.6 6.7

6 to 10 2.7 7.3

11 to 50 22.4 29.4

51 to 100 39.7 19.0

101 to 500 24.9 30.0

Over 500 6.7 7.5



PAST EXPERIENCE WITH COLLEGE

ò2.9% of UNC respondents reported that they 

had taken courses for credit at UNC prior to fall 

2007.  This compares to 4.6% of the national 

sample reporting prior credits at their college.

ò10.4% of UNC respondents reported taking 

courses at another 2 or 4 year college 

compared to 10.7% of national respondents.



ACADEMIC ASPIRATIONS

Atany college At this college

UNC National UNC National

None 0.4 1.0 1.7 1.9

Vocational certificate 0.2 0.1 0.4 0.2

Associate 0.4 0.8 2.3 2.9

Bachelorõs 37.0 28.0 74.9 68.7

Masterõs 44.1 44.4 17.9 21.1

Ph.D. or Ed.D. 11.7 15.2 1.5 2.6

M.D., D.O., D.D.S., D.V.M. 3.8 5.7 0.1 0.6

J.D. 1.4 2.9 0.2 0.3

B.D. or M.DIV.(Divinity) 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.2

Other 0.9 1.6 0.7 1.5



WHERE STUDENT PLANNED 

TO LIVE FALL 2007

UNC National

With my family or other relatives 6.5 21.0

Other private home, apartment, or room 1.0 5.2

College residence hall 90.8 70.4

Fraternity or sorority house 0.1 0.1

Other campusstudent housing 1.4 2.9

Other 0.1 0.4



STUDENT ESTIMATES CHANCES 

ARE òVERY GOODó THAT S/HE WILL:

UNC National

Change major field 10.3 13.2

Change career choice 10.2 11.8

Make at least a òBó average 51.4 56.7

Need extra time to completedegree requirements 10.4 7.4

Transfer to anothercollege before graduating 9.1 9.0

Be satisfied with your college 47.0 48.7

Communicate regularly with your professors 33.5 29.9

Get a job to help pay for college expenses 55.3 48.6

Work full-time while attending college 9.6 9.0

Seek personal counseling 6.7 7.4



STUDENT ESTIMATES CHANCES 

ARE òVERY GOODó THAT S/HE WILL:

UNC National

Participate in student government 4.1 6.4

Participate in student protests or demonstrations 4.3 5.1

Participate in volunteer or community service work 19.4 20.4

Participate in student clubs/groups 39.1 37.5

Participate in a study abroadprogram 20.4 19.8

Play varsity/intercollegiate athletics 11.2 16.8

Join a social fraternity or sorority 5.5 11.2

Socialize with someone of another racial/ethnic group 64.9 59.8

Have a roommateof different race/ethnicity 26.2 24.5



OBJECTIVES CONSIDERED 

òESSENTIALó OR òVERY IMPORTANTó

UNC National

Raising a family 75.7 77.5

Helping others who are in difficulty 69.6 68.3

Being very well off financially 67.2 77.3

Becoming an authority in my field 54.1 57.9

Obtaining recognition for contributions to my field 53.5 55.0

Improving my understanding of other countries/cultures 46.5 45.9

Developing a meaningful philosophy of life 45.5 45.5

Influencing social values 42.9 43.9

Having administrative responsibilityfor othersõ work38.0 42.8

Becoming successful in a business of my own 37.9 43.0



OBJECTIVES CONSIDERED 

òESSENTIALó OR òVERY IMPORTANTó

UNC National

Becoming a community leader 34.3 33.4

Helping to promote racial understanding 33.9 35.4

Keeping up to date with political affairs 32.6 32.0

Participating in a community action program 25.3 26.7

Becoming involved in programs to clean up the environment 22.4 24.8

Becoming accomplished in one of the performing arts 20.8 17.1

Creating artistic work (painting, sculpture, decorating, etc.) 18.4 16.4

Influencing the political structure 18.1 21.0

Making a theoretical contributionto science 17.1 18.4

Writing original works (poems, novels, short stories, etc.) 16.7 16.4



STUDENT AGREES òSTRONGLYó 

OR òSOMEWHATó

UNC National

There is too much concern in the courts for the rights of criminals 55.9 59.5

Abortion should be legal 56.0 53.1

The death penalty should be abolished 27.7 30.4

Marijuana should be legalized 42.6 37.1

It is important to have laws prohibiting homosexual relationships 23.2 26.9

Racial discrimination is no longer a major problem in America 19.3 21.4

Realistically, an individual can do little to bring about changes in 

our society

26.1 29.6


