North American Indians
Anthropology 212	

T, TH 3:30 – 4:45	         Michener L0174		Section 001         	Fall 2011 

Instructor: 	Dr. Sally McBeth		Office Hours: 	Mon	2:00 – 4:00	
		Candelaria 2056					Tues	12:30– 3:00	
(970) 351-1746					Thurs	12:30– 3:00 
		sally.mcbeth@unco.edu				or by appointment

Texts:		An Introduction to
Native North America (2008; 3rd ed.)	Sutton, Mark also on Michener reserve

The Way to Rainy Mountain (1969)	Momaday, N. Scott [Kiowa; myth/poetry] also on Michener reserve

Catalogue Description
This course surveys the culture areas of Native American groups in North America, with a focus on the U.S.

Course Description
This survey course will focus on Native North American cultures as they existed traditionally, before European contact, and as they survive today in contemporary 21st century America.  The course will cover a general introduction to indigenous cultures of the US and Canada.  We will explore (briefly) what have come to be known as "culture areas" (regions) of North American Indians; this study will provide background for the complexity and diversity of First Nations People.  Additionally, we will critically examine Indian-White relations and historical and contemporary issues that affect Native people.  

It is essential to keep in mind that the complexity and diversity of North American Indians is tremendous: over 300 separate languages representing unique socio-cultural groups were present North of Mexico prior to contact.  To speak of "Indians", then, as one people misrepresents the incredible complexity of Amerindian cultural variation.  

DSS Statement
Any student requesting disability accommodation for this class must inform the instructor by giving appropriate notice.  Students are encouraged to contact Disability Support Services at (970) 351-2289 to certify documentation of disability and to ensure appropriate accommodations are implemented in a timely manner. 

Course Goals and Objectives
1) 	become familiar with the diversity of American Indian tribes
2)	become familiar with the names and locations of a number of tribes
3)	become familiar with the cataloguing device known as the culture area 		concept
4)	gain an understanding of the concept of culture and how it is manifested among a number of North American Indian tribes
5)	read ethnographic descriptions critically and be able to write about the author’s presentation.
6)	become familiar with a few examples of Native American spirituality 
7)	become aware of stereotypes of Native people and begin to think about how they might be dispelled
8) 	demonstrate grade-level writing and communication skill

Learning Outcomes (Anthropology)
1) 	Knowledge of the concept of culture and how cultural processes work in cultural adaptation.  
2)	Methods commonly used by cultural anthropologists including critical reading of ethnographic description, ability to create, analyze, and synthesize well-structured arguments, cultural awareness, critical thinking, empathy for others, and the ability to conceive and apply alternative interpretations to the contemporary problems of culturally diverse societies.    

Course requirements:

200 points	Open Book Blackboard-Based Quizzes on Chapters in Sutton 
25 points @ Chapters 1-12 = 300 pts.  I will drop your 4 lowest scores.  See syllabus for days and times that chapter quizzes will be open.  Go to BB course menu and click on “on-line quizzes.”    

100 pts.	In-class Assignments, Discussion, and  Participation 
	Your attendance and participation are vital to your success in this class.  There will be weekly in-class projects, reactions to creation narratives, reactions to films viewed in-class, etc.  These cannot be made up.  Please bring books to class, and keep up with the reading.

100 pts.	Exam #1: multiple choice — October 13th 

100 pts.	Exam #2: multiple choice — December 7th (Wednesday of Finals Week) 
	
100 pts.	Essay #1: The Way to Rainy Mountain — September 15th at 3:30
	 
50 pts.	Essay #2: “Totem Teddy” — September 29th at 3:30 

50 pts.	Essay #3: Ute & Nathan Meeker — November 8th at 3:30 


700 pts.	TOTAL


	Grade
	Points

	A
	700-635 (100-90%)

	B
	634-565 (89-80%)

	C
	564-495 (79-70%)

	D
	494-425 (69-60%)

	F
	424 -(below 60 %)


from N. Scott Momaday (Kiowa) In The Bear’s House (1999: 26-27): a prayer from the creator to bear (and my wish for you)

“I pray that you are kept safe throughout this day, that you live as wholly as you can, that you see things that you have not seen before and that more of them are beautiful than not, more of them delightful than not.  I pray that you hold easily in your hands the balance of earth and sky, that you laugh and cry, know freedom and restraint, some joy and some sorrow, pleasure and pain, much of life and a little of death.  I pray that you are grateful for the gift of your being, and I pray that you celebrate your life in the proper way, with grace and humility, wonder and contentment, in the strong, deep current of your spirit’s voice.  I pray that you are happily in love in the dawn and that you are more deeply in love in the dusk.  Amen.


This is our mapping device for the course
NORTH AMERICAN CULTURE AREAS
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MAP of NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN TRIBES 
Around the time of first intensive ‘contact’ with Europeans
Tentative Course Outline and Assignments:
· be sure to look ahead; assignments are due on day listed; bring book(s) to class
· discussion and class contributions are very important 
· do not turn in ANY assignments on pages torn from a spiral notebook
· please turn off and put away cell phones (except for emergency situations)
· This is a BLACKBOARD Class (but do NOT turn written assignments in on Blackboard).  I will post partial notes, power-points, interesting links to sites, etc. throughout the semester.  Please check regularly.  
· I am good at returning emails, but you need to use your Bear email address


Week #1		INTRODUCTION
August 23 	Introduction to Course and Course Requirements 
 
August 25	Culture Area Concept; Terminology; Issues of Origins 
	Assignment: Chapter 1 (Sutton; 1-23) + quiz
BB Quiz open 8-22; 7:00 am to 8-25; 3:00 pm 
Highlight: the Atl Atl


Week #2		HISTORICAL CONSEQUENCES OF CONTACT 
August 30		Assignment: Chapter 2 (Sutton; 24-43) + quiz 
BB Quiz open 8-26; 7:00 am to 8-30; 3:00 pm
Highlight: Columbus Quiz, Disease, & Sovereignty  

September 1		film: “Mystery of the First Americans” [NAGPRA & Kennewick Man]


Week #3		ARCTIC
September 6	 	Assignment: Chapter 3 (Sutton; 44-81) + quiz 
BB Quiz open 9-2; 7:00 am to 9-6; 3:00 pm 

September 8		Highlight: Arctic Song and Language
Assignment: The Way to Rainy Mountain (whole book) 


Week #4		SUBARCTIC 
September 13	Assignment: Chapter 4 (Sutton; 82-101) + quiz 
BB Quiz open 9-9; 7:00 am to 9-13; 3:00 pm 

September 15	Highlight: Windigo (and unrelated Sasquatch) 
Essay #1: The Way To Rainy Mountain due 


Week #5		PLATEAU
September 20	Assignment: Chapter 5 (Sutton; 102-122) + quiz 
BB Quiz open 9-16; 7:00 am to 9-20; 3:00 pm 


September 22	 Highlight: Animism, Shamanism, and the Sucking Cure 


Week #6		NORTHWEST COAST 
September 27	Assignment: Chapter 6 (Sutton; 123-150) + quiz 
BB Quiz open 9-23; 7:00 am to 9-27; 3:00 pm 
	 
September 29	Highlight: NW Coast Potlatch & Art
			Assignment: Essay #2 “Totem Teddy” due 


Week #7		GREAT BASIN 
October 4		Assignment: Chapter 7 (Sutton; 151-176) + quiz 
BB Quiz open 9-30; 7:00 am to 10-4; 3:00 pm
Highlight: Ghost Dance and Wounded Knee

October 6	 out of town at conference (no class)  


Week #8		CALIFORNIA
October 11		Assignment: Chapter 8 (Sutton; 177-201) + quiz 
BB Quiz open 10-7; 7:00 am to 10-11; 3:00 pm
Highlight: Mt. Shasta and the Concept of Sacred Places 

October 13		 Exam #1

			
Week #9		SOUTHWEST
October 18	Assignment: Chapter 9 (Sutton; 202-248 [Tarahumara Case Study (pp. 248-257) not required] + quiz 
BB Quiz open 10-14; 7:00 am to 10-18; 3:00 pm
Highlight: Chaco Canyon 

October 20	Bruce Duthu Guest Lecture (Chair, Native American Studies, Dartmouth College; Houma tribe)


Week #10		SOUTHWEST  
October 25	Highlights: Pueblo Ceremony, “Shades of Shit”  

October 27	Highlights: Geronimo & bin Laden; Navajo Healing  


Week #11		PLAINS 	 
November 1		Assignment: Chapter 10 (Sutton; 258-297) + quiz 
BB Quiz open 10-28; 7:00 am to 11-1; 3:00 pm

November 3		 Introduction to Plains Culture Area (cont.) 
			 
Week #12		PLAINS (cont.)  
November 8	Highlight: Peyotism
	Assignment: Essay #3 Ute & Nathan Meeker due 
 
November 10	Highlight: Two-Spirited People (Berdache); Trickster


Week #13	NORTHEAST 
November 15	Assignment: Chapter 11(Sutton; 298-325) [Ottawa Case Study (pp.325-333) not required] + quiz 
BB Quiz open 11-4; 7:00 am to 11-15; 3:00 pm	 
 
November 17	Highlight: Lacrosse; League of the Iroquois


Week #14	SOUTHEAST
November 22	Assignment: Chapter 12 (Sutton; 334-359) [Natchez Case Study (pp. 359-367) not required] + quiz 
BB Quiz open 11-18; 7:00 am to 11-22; 3:00 pm

November 24	Thanksgiving  

			
Week #15		SOUTHEAST (cont.)
November 29	Highlight: Cherokee Nation v. State of Georgia (1831) 

December 1		Contemporary Issues
Assignment: Chapter 13 (Sutton; 368-378) no quiz; final exam overview   
		

Week #16		EXAM #2: multiple choice 
December 7		Wednesday; 1:30 – 4:00












Essay #1: The Way to Rainy Mountain Creative Paper Assignment

Watch this youtube clip to get a sense of Momaday’s style and presence
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rbqzm6x7Noo 

Due:		 September 15th by 3:30
Points:	100
Length: 	1200-1500 word followed by 1-2 single-spaced pages* divided into the 3 conventions that Momaday uses;
	

*See below for my personal example 
  
The Way to Rainy Mountain has been assigned not only because the author is a Pullitzer-prize winning Native American [Kiowa] author, but also because this book is short, beautiful, and profound.  Additionally, I have been to Rainy Mountain many times and every time I go there, whether by myself or with Native American students, I found myself transported into a world of which I knew little.  These are the kind of experiences that transport all neophyte anthropologists (we’re all neophytes) into another cultural realm that transforms us; requires us to question our daily realities and most dearly held beliefs.  Note: This is NOT a novel (fiction) but rather a memoir of sort.    

PAPER GUIDELINES: ALL 3 PARTS REQUIRED FOR FULL CREDIT 

(1)	Begin with a 700-1000 +/- word double-spaced reaction to the whole book.  I expect at least 8 parenthetical citations (e.g. Momaday 1969:16) to reference your comments, thoughts, reflections, and the like.  Do not use quotes longer than 3 double-spaced lines.  PLEASE do not go to the internet; I have read every comment; BE ORIGINAL—I am looking for your heartfelt reflections; what moved you, and why.  In anthropology, the use of “I” is acceptable; “you” is not. 

(2)	Then write a 500 +/- word reaction double-spaced to my posted Powerpoint on Rainy Mountain (or you may integrate with above). It is helpful to make at least a few references to particular slides (informational and image-driven).             

(3)	Then, in one-two pages (2 max; single spaced; divided into thirds), utilize Momaday’s 3-parted MYTHIC, HISTORICAL, PERSONAL convention and tell me about who YOU are—the mythical can be purely imaginative/fictional (or you can draw on your family history but please cite source of information).   But the historic and personal sections should be at least partially accurate AND I want to see a thematic connection between the three sections; the connecting thread should be obvious to anyone reading your essay.  

Have fun with this portion of the assignment; be creative, do not wait until the day before this assignment is due to read the book or write the paper.  

Some scholars have reflected on why Momaday used a 3-part (read Judeo-Christian convention) when the #4 is usually the significant number of perfection and completion in Indian religion and literature.  “Momaday divides each section into three voices, providing students with the opportunity to become the fourth element, the audience, interpreters of the meaning of the oral tradition through time” (Bataille).  

*The Coming Out 							                  by Sally McBeth 

mythical
It is said that the placenta has power.  If not disposed of properly, the child will not have a good life.  In some Native American traditions the umbilical cord and placenta are buried near the home so the child will always return home; sometimes they are buried in a location to ward off evil spirits (my own knowledge). 
 
historical
The story of my birth was given to me as a birthday gift by my father on October 14, 1977.  It was my 28th birthday, and, the last birthday of mine that my father lived to see.    
The phone was in the kitchen at my home in Norman, Oklahoma, and on that evening, my father’s voice came over the phone.  He said he had a story to give me for my birthday.   His call was, in itself, uncharacteristic.  It was always my mom who called, and then I would say hello to dad.  He never initiated a call.  But this time he did.  And he said he wanted to give me the story of my birth for my birthday.  And it goes like this:  

Well, Sally, twenty-eight years ago today your mother had made the decision not to go into the hospital to have you until she was pretty sure that you were going to be coming soon.  The twins were not quite four, and Alan was not quite three, and she just had a lot to do.  We were living on Cherrylawn in Portland, Michigan, and you were scheduled to be born in the Lansing Hospital--but as you know, that didn't happen. 

Your mother was going through contractions all through the night of October 13th.  That was in 1949.  She didn’t say much to me, but she seemed to be getting through them okay.  Her birthing experiences with Ray, Karen, and Alan were pretty typical of that time: shaving, prepping, drugs...not much feeling except that of being out of touch with the experience.  
Doctor Anderson, her Portland physician, was a sort of a gruff doctor.  He had been an army physician and had delivered kids in fields, or, so he said.  Your mother got up to go the bathroom early in the morning on October 14th, and found that you were pretty close to being ready to come.  There was no way that we would be able to drive to Lansing.  I called Doc Anderson, and he said to meet him at his office.  Our neighbor Helen Jameson took Alan, Karen, and Ray, and we drove the few miles to his office.  He asked your mother, "Do you want to have the baby in my office or at home?" to which she promptly replied: "I’ll have it here."  He got pretty angry and said. “Oh no you won’t.  You’re having this kid at home.  Go home now.  I'll be right there.”

The doctor told me to boil some water.  I never did know why; but it seemed like the traditional thing to do.  Your mother was on the bed, and she said, “I can’t have this kid with my shoes on.” So I helped her get them off.  The doctor said, “I can’t deliver this kid left to right, Muriel, turn around.  Your mother looked at him, and the expression on her face said, “I’m in labor.  I’m having a baby.  I can’t turn around.”  And so we pivoted her on the bed.  One of us took her legs, and one her shoulders, and we just turned her around.  Your mother had no drugs, just a little bit of ether.  But when I went to give it to her, I got a good whiff of it, and Doc Anderson yelled, "You son of a bitch, don't you pass out on me!"  And then you were born.  I was there, and you were born.  Just like that!  It was a beautiful thing to see, right in our house.  
The doctor told your mom to push on her stomach to get the afterbirth out.  She was lightly pushing on her stomach, and he said, “Not like that!”  And he pushed hard!  Out came all this stuff.  Muriel had had a burst of energy just before you were born, and had cleaned the house and thrown out all of the old newspapers--so all I had to wrap the afterbirth in was little bits and pieces of the Sunday Supplement.  I wrapped it up and said, “Well what should I do with it?”  And he gave me an exasperated look and said, “Bury it!”  As if he expected me to know what to do.  So I dug a hole and buried it under the tree in the backyard.  I thought you’d like that part, 'cuz that’s what Indian people do with the afterbirth--bury it under a special tree.  I remember that so clearly.  And there you were.  Perfect.  And you were there in our home.  Muriel had such an easy time of it.  You were born around 6:00 in the morning.  We cleaned up all the mess, and she cleaned herself with a pan of warm water.  Everything was back to normal by around 9:00 and she said, “Well, what should we do now?” 
 
personal 
We moved from Portland to Detroit when I was six months old, and I have never been back; so much for the tradition about keeping the child near where the placenta is buried.  Years later, on December 20, 1984, (the best day of my whole life!) my son, Malcolm, was born.  There were complications with the birth, and in the confusion, his placenta was thrown away.  But I saved a little piece of his umbilical cord and put it in the turtle-shaped, beaded pouch which I had made.  I tied it onto his basinette and later crib; I have it still.  I hope that if I keep it near me always, no matter where I go, that he will have to, on occasion, come "home" -- which will be wherever I am. 



Essay 2: “Totem Teddy” Softchalk Presentation 
(find under Essay Assignment tab on BB course menu).  
Due: September 29th at 3:30
Points: 50  
Write a 600-1000 word (double-spaced; 12 font) reaction to this Softchalk.  The purpose of this essay is to require you to reflect on the materials presented.  I want you to comment on and provide your thoughts on a) art, with a focus on totem poles, noting that there is no word for “art” in Northwest Coast Indian languages because “art” was such an integral part of every phase of life; b) NAGPRA and its significance to Native people.  It is helpful to make at least a few references to particular slides (informational and image-driven).             


Essay 3: “The Utes Must Go” Powerpoint Presentation
(find under Essay Assignment tab on BB course menu.  
Due:  November 8th by 3:30
Points: 50 
 Write a 600-1000 word (double-spaced; 12 font) reaction to this Powerpoint.  The purpose of this essay is to require you to reflect on the materials presented.  I want you to consider how Nathan Meeker (the founder of Greeley aka the Union Colony) misunderstood Ute culture, and how this misunderstanding led not only to his (and others) death(s), but also the forced removal of the Ute from their treaty-guaranteed lands.  It is helpful to make at least a few references to particular slides (informational and image-driven).          
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