Concatenating Character Strings
You can write an expression to concatenate several alphanumeric and/or text values into a single character string.  The concatenation operator takes one of two forms, as shown in the following table:

	Symbol
	Represents
	Function

	|
	Weak concatenation
	Preserves trailing spaces.

	||
	Strong concatenation
	Suppresses trailing spaces.



· The length of the new field must be at least as long as the sum of the components being combined.
· The parentheses perform the same function as they do in algebra; the weak concatenation is performed first.
Example 1 – Strong concatenation:
[image: ]
Results:
Hoff, Peggy

Example 2 – Weak concatenation:
PERSON.PERSON.LAST_NAME | (‘, ‘| PERSON.PERSON.FIRST_NAME)
Results:
Hoff                                                                 , Peggy
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