Defined Fields in Report Writing

What are they?

Defined Field - The define component enables you to create temporary (virtual) fields that do not exist in the database.  These temporary fields can then be used when creating reports by using the Define tool.

Temporary Fields – a field whose value is not stored in the data source but can be calculated from existing data or assigned an absolute value.
· You can combine fields, constants and operators in an expression to produce a single expression.
· They can be functions or building blocks for more complex expressions.
· One temporary field can be based on another temporary field.

Note:  Defined fields created by Information Technology and placed in Reporting Objects or Synonyms can be used but not modified by the end user.
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A defined field will look like this once created and named with the (=f) symbol.
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Be sure to “Check your defined field after establishing to ensure no errors exist.
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The Defined Tool
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1.  Field Box – type the name assigned to the field. (Do not use a field name that already exists, give it a unique name, no spaces allowed but can use underscores)
2. Format Box – Displays the Format assigned to the field (field type, field length, and display options).  D12.2 is displayed as the default field Format.
3. Format Button – Opens the Format dialog box, where a format to the field is assigned.
4. Expression Box – Displays the expression created for the field.
5. Calculator – Provides numbers and operators that create numeric, alphanumeric, and conditional expressions.
6. Fields List Tab – Lists the existing fields in the Master File.
7. Defined Fields Tab – Lists the names of the temporary fields already associated in the Master File.
8. Functions Button – Lists available built-in functions.  Fouble-click the desired function to add it to the expression box.  Then, in the expression box, highlight each argument and substitute the value or field name wanted for use.
Editing/Deleting your Defined Field
Your defined field will be placed as a box in the PROCEDURE VIEWER in the proper placement.  You can open your defined field by selecting the box and edit or delete.
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