


Masking & Wild Cards

Masking

A WHERE statement can accommodate the use of a masking character ($) accompanied by a wild character (*) when performing a selection on part of an alphanumeric field.

& or _ designates one character masking

*designates more than one character

Examples:

123$* - finds anything beginning with 123 and ignores the trailing characters (used with IF and WHERE)

123$$$$$ - does the same as above

123_____ - does the same as above (used with LIKE statements)

$$3$* - finds anything with 3 as the third digit

__3%  - does the same as above


Wild Cards

The wild card % is used mostly with alpha strings.

Examples

%Money% - finds anything with Money in the phrase

Money% - finds anything that begins with Money
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