


Defined Fields
Edit Statements

The EDIT function is used to change the way field values are displayed in a report by performing two major functions:

· EDIT can be used to extract characters from or add characters to an alphanumeric string.

· EDIT can also be used to convert an alphanumeric field that contains numeric characters to numeric format for use in calculations.  Conversely, it can be used to convert a numeric field to an alphanumeric field.


Example 1:
 You may want to mask a bear number or social security number to only give you the last 4 digits of the string.  You may have something like this for a defined field:
	
	EDIT (BEAR, ‘$$$$$9999’)       Formatted as A9 or A3 to mask
	
Example 2
Or you may want to just change the format of the current field to something else like alphanumeric to decimals. 

EDIT (BEAR)      Formatted as D12.2 to change from alphanumeric field to decimal.
EDIT (GROSS_AMOUNT)     Formatted as I9 to change to integer instead of decimal

Example 3
You might want to edit the format of a date field from Year/Month/Day to Month/Day/Year.
	
	DATECVT (X_SALE_DATE, ‘A8YYMD’, ‘MDY’)     Formatted as MDY


Notes:   

The character $ will ignore that character, the character 9 will display the character.

The DATECVT is a function under the defined field templates list.

Be sure to format your new defined field to be compatible with your expressions used (i.e. alphanumeric, decimal etc.)
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