
University of Northern Colorado
SPRING, 2010

WS 335 – 003 GLOBAL AND CROSS CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES OF WOMEN

Professor:  Dr. Barbara Hawthorne
Email:  barbara.hawthorne@unco.edu		  								
Office:  Candelaria 83						
Office Hours:   MW:  1:00 – 3:00 and TR:  3:30 – 5:00 or by appointment
Course Times:  TR:  9:30 – 10:45
															
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course provides a cultural analysis of modernization, economic development, and globalization and their effects on the lives of global women. Topics include women in developed and undeveloped countries using multiple theoretical perspectives.
															
GENERAL EDUCATION OBJECTIVES:

Category 7---Interdisciplinary and International Studies and Multicultural Studies
· The student will understand the interrelation of theory, issues and knowledge, including historical frameworks and methodology of relevant disciplines.
· The student will demonstrate critical and independent thought.
· The student will demonstrate skills in oral and written expression.
· The student will demonstrate proficiency in analysis and reporting of research.
· The student will demonstrate a sense of cultural, multicultural, or intercultural identity.
· The student will demonstrate the ability to integrate the perspectives of multiple disciplines.
															
REQUIRED READINGS:

· Mohanty, Chandra Talpade (2004).  Feminism Without  Borders:  Decolonizing Theory, Practicing Solidarity.  Durham:  Duke University Press.  
ISBN:  0822330210

· Eve Ensler  (2001).  Necessary Targets: A Story of Women and War.  Villard.
ISBN-13: 978-0375756030 

· Divakaruni, Chitra Banerjee  (1995).  Arranged Marriage Stories.  Anchor Books.
ISBN-13: 978-0385483506 

· Fadumo Korn (Author), Sabine Eichhorst (Author), Tobe Levin (Translator) (2008).  Born in the Big Rains: A Memoir of Somalia and Survival (Women Writing Africa).  The Feminist Press at CUNY.
       ISBN-13: 978-1558615786

· Zoya, J. Follain, & R. Cristofari (2002).  Zoya’s Story:  An Afghan Woman’s Struggle for Freedom.  William Morrow/Harper/Collins. 
ISBN-13: 978-0060097837

· Xinran Xue (2003)  The Good Women of China: Hidden Voices.  Anchor Books
ISBN-13: 978-1400030804
.
· Rodriguez, Teresa  (2007).  The Daughters of Juarez:  A True Story of Serial Murder South of the Border.  NY:  Atrica.  
ISBN:  0-7432-9203-0. 
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STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
     Students with disabilities need to notify the instructor during the first week of class.  Students who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are encourages to contact the Disability Access Center (970) 351-2289 as soon as possible to ensure that reasonable accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.

BLACKBOARD:  is included in this course and is accessible at:  http://unco.blackboard.com/
· Homepage:  Login 
· Select course
· Select topic

Included on Blackboard are required and additional readings.  You may read them online or print a hardcopy.  
															
															

COURSE RESPONSIBILITIES

ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION
	Attendance will be taken throughout the semester.  Punctuality is assumed.  Since this course is in large part an exploration of issues that affect lives, you are expected to contribute your thoughts, perspectives, and questions for our collective consideration.  This means that ATTENDANCE at, PREPARATION for, and PARTICIPATION in each class meeting is essential for a productive class.  Missing classes and non-	participation in class WILL affect your grade.  ATTENDANCE = 20% OF YOUR GRADE. (For example, if you receive an “A” on all papers, exams, etc.; however, your attendance is not 90% or above, you will not receive an “A” in this course.)  
															 

RESPECT
	Out of respect for your fellow students, your instructor, and for yourself, please be ON TIME to class.  CELL PHONES, GAMES, OR SIMILAR DEVICES will not be allowed in the classroom.  PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, GAMES, ETC. DURING CLASS SESSIONS:  Talking on the phone or to other students, listening to music, writing messages, playing games, reading newspapers, going to the john, going to get food, or leaving class in general is RUDE!  Any and all of these occasions disrupt the instructor, other students and deprive you of material that will be important for your grade.  Please make accommodations for calls at other times.   Also, making appointments during class time expresses a low priority for this course.  	I encourage all students to arrange for appointments with doctors, dentists, advisors, etc. at times outside of class.  I WILL NOT EXCUSE absences due to prearranged appointments. 

	This course approaches sensitive issues.  Being respectful of differences in perspectives, opinions, and ideas is essential for all class discussions.  One of the primary objectives of this class is for students to acquire more flexible understandings and APPRECIATION for human DIVERSITY (what if we were all alike?).  In order to accomplish this goal, each of us needs to “think” before we speak, and be respectful in our presentations.  
															







Hawthorne 3 
DISCUSSION GROUPS
Given the size of this class, you will be asked to participate as a member in small discussion groups.  As a group member, you will work collaboratively in preparing and guiding one (1) class discussion (approximately 30-45 minutes). The topics for discussion will include those topics listed on the syllabus.  You will be required to read the associated articles for the week and prepare discussion topics and questions that address this topic.  You are encouraged to bring in additional data for discussion.  If you wish, you may direct a debate.  Each group member will submit a (1) page summary or your questions, and a “reaction” to your group presentation in lieu of a general reaction paper for that week.  
															

HONESTY
	All plagiarism will result in an “F” for that assignment.  Plagiarism includes all instances of copying text (or images) from another source, paraphrasing other authors, and/or using the arguments of other authors (or 	artists) without proper citations (Remember, Internet resources must also be cited).  It is also a form of plagiarism, even when a source is quoted and identified, if the student substitutes the work of another for her/his own ideas (a good rule of thumb is, no quote should be more than two lines in length).  The majority of all student work in this course must be the work and words of the students.  
															  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

READINGS
	You are expected to have completed the readings IN TIME (that means prior to class discussions) for the 	appropriate class discussions.  Such preparation will enable you to understand the material presented in class 	and to more comfortably participate in class and small group discussions.  Please bring to class your thoughts 	and questions for each article.  Quizzes may be necessary if I feel that students are not completing the 	reading assignments in a timely manner.


ASSIGNMENTS
	This course requires a variety of activities to assess a student’s understanding of course materials.  Activities will include individual and group projects including observations, problem solving exercises, written papers, creative projects, presentations, and examinations.  All assignments will be noted and explained in class.   You will be required to hand in weekly assignments, each Monday, during the semester (except on exam weeks).  Late assignments are not accepted.    Any questions regarding assignments may be directed via email, during office hours, or by appointment with 	the instructor.  I ALWAYS WELCOME QUESTIONS and make every attempt to be available to students in a 	timely manner.   

NOTES ON PAPERS:  PAPERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED VIA EMAIL!  All papers in this course must be:
· 1-2 pages in length
· typewritten
· double-spaced
· spell-checked
· a font size no larger than 12 
· margins appropriate (1 inch) 
· all references cited (including any images and/or text from the Internet), format not required
· PROOF-READ papers before handing them in  
· “creative” in thought (grading will be based upon supporting your points of view)
· LATE PAPERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED!
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REACTION PAPERS:
‘”Reaction papers” are a way for you to accomplish several goals.  An especially important goal is to give you practice in weaving together academic knowledge with your own perceptions and opinions.  In this course, you will be required to develop a “reaction paper,” weekly.  Remember, grading is never based on your viewpoint(s), but is based on how well you “back-up” your opinion(s).  Reaction papers should be approximately one (1) to two (2) pages in length and follow the directions as provided for “Papers” (see “Notes on Papers).  Topics should relate to the topic addressed in class, the prior week.  You may respond to class or group discussions, readings, videos, or outside events related to the weekly topics.


EXERCISES:
“Exercises” include addressing or attempting to resolve a particular topic, issue, and/or problem. You will be presented with a scenario that you and/or your colleagues will address through discussion and debate.  Most exercises include small group and class discussions.  After discussion, you will be required to hand in a summary of your perspectives, critiques, and/or resolutions,	

RESEARCH PAPER:  “A GLOBAL WOMAN IN HISTORY”:  
The topic for this paper is, “A Woman in Herstory.”  You will be selecting and researching a woman who you believe is significant in GLOBAL history or modernity.  I encourage you to search for someone that is from another culture or ethnic background—perhaps, an individual who we have not heard about or who may not be “famous.”  You will be sharing your “important female” with class members.  If possible, bring in a picture(s). 

RESEARCH PAPER AND PRESENTATION:  
A “research paper” is a way for you to weave together academic knowledge from various resources in a summary discussion of a particular topic.  In this course, you will research and present a “TOPIC,” that pertains to women(s) issue(s) in a global context.  This paper should be approximately 8 – 10 pages in length, plus a reference page.  Your paper and presentation will be graded for clarity and thoughtfulness in presentation, references (at least five academic—Internet can be supplemental) and association with women’s issues in a global context.    

OUTSIDE EVENTS (3): 
Many opportunities for enhancing classroom learning about women exist outside of the classroom, and include events on campus, in local areas, and Denver (conferences, lectures, art/music presentations, films, workshops, observations at women’s centers, volunteer opportunities, etc.).  For this course, you are required to attend THREE (3) outside events, and to write a 1-2 page paper, briefly describing the event and expressing your opinion on its representation of “women.”   ONE (1) paper is due at the end of February, one at the end of March, and one at the end of April.  DO NOT LEAVE ALL OF YOUR OUTSIDE EVENTS PAPERS UNTIL THE FINAL PART OF THE SEMESTER.
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EXAMS:     
· To assure that class members keep up with the readings, approximately three (3) exams will be given during the semester.  Each exam will require your understanding of the readings, lectures, films, and discussion materials.  Format will be short answer and essay.  (NO MAKE-UP ON EXAMS, so be sure you are in class!)


GRADING
     Grading will be based on organization, clarity, knowledge of topic, and research references and processes.  These are approximations and instructor may change this at any time during the semester.  

· Attendance & participation			20%						
· Assignments & class exercises			60%
· Exams						20%






















