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Welcome to the fall 2008 edition of the NHS 

News!  As you will see from the contents of this 

newsletter, the past six months have been very 

active ones for the College.  We were joined this 

August by eighteen new faculty members, a  

significant addition for a college whose total full-

time faculty is approximately 135.  We are  

energized by these newest members of our  

community, who come to us from across the 

country and even the world, and we look forward 

to their many contributions.  The College's  

governance structure has been enhanced through 

the recent establishment of the College Student 

Council.  The fifteen members of the inaugural 

council constitute an enthusiastic group with 

many ideas for supporting and advancing the  

student experience in the College.  Particularly  

exciting is their interest in building connections between the campus and the Greeley 

community.  Great strides have been made in achieving the vision that inspired the 

creation of the College of Natural and Health Sciences, which identified  

interdisciplinary scholarly work and, in particular, scholarship that is sponsored 

through extramural grants and contracts, as key goals.  Increasing numbers of NHS 

faculty and staff are participants in Research Interest Groups (or RIGs) that bring  

together individuals with overlapping scholarly interests to facilitate collaborative  

research activities.  College personnel have enjoyed particular success in the grants 

arena, receiving notification this fall of several millions of dollars of grant funding for 

scholarly projects.  Details of these varied activities and achievements are provided 

herein, and I invite you to read more about these and other College efforts in the pages 

that follow.  I also encourage you to stay in touch with the College and to let us know 

of your own accomplishments, as well as areas you would like to see highlighted in 

future editions of the NHS News.  And as always, thank you for your readership and 

interest in the College of Natural and Health Sciences. 
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NHS Welcomes New Faculty 

The College of NHS welcomed 18 new faculty in the 2008-2009 academic year. Click on the names below to 

learn more about our newest faculty members.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

College of Natural and Health Sciences 

(l-r):  Jill Bezyak (Rehabilitation), Karen Gorton (Nursing), Stephen Nkansah-Amankra (Community Health), 

Liz Gilbert (Community Health), Yvonne Yousey (Nursing), Rhonda Squires (Nursing), Ashley Walker 

(Community Health), Mitchell McGlaughlin (Biological Sciences), Youngjin Song (Science Education and 

Chemistry), Dennis Agosta (Physics), Mary-Anne Richards (Biological Sciences), Scott Franklin (Biological 

Sciences), Dave Hydock (Sport and Exercise Science) 

   

Not pictured: Liz Davis (Nursing), Mary West-Smith (Criminal Justice), Stephanie Fitchett (Mathematical  

Sciences), Joe Elkins (Earth Sciences), and Robert Bossard (Biological Sciences) 

NHS Distinguished Lecturer Series  
 

During the 2008-2009 academic year the College of Natural and Health Sciences will host a series of        

distinguished lectures in which College Award winners will be the featured speakers.  The following faculty 

members presented in Fall 2008:  

 

Dr. Robert Powers, Associate Professor in the School of Mathematical Sciences and the recipient of the  

      2007 Excellence in Teaching Award, presented on The Professional Development of Secondary  

      Teachers through Lesson Experiments. 

 

Dr. Jennifer Clarke, Professor in the School of Biological Sciences and the recipient of the 2007 

      Graduate Research Mentor of the Year Award, presented Moonlight, Mates and Motherhood: Animal  

      Behavior at UNC. 
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(l-r): Sandra Mader, Jill Legault (President), Jeremy Bartz (Treasurer), Laura Artz, Kari Reen, Abby 

Roukema, Chellsie Seyler, Ashley Wathier, Cayenne Sheaman (Secretary), Danelle Vallejos, Tyler        

Takeshita, Grant Gutierrez   Not pictured: Peter Glaser, Dennis Gucker (Vice-President), Jessica Pettit 

 

The College of Natural and Health Sciences Student Council (NHS-SC) currently consists of fifteen      

members.  Membership is open to one representative from each of the seven Schools in NHS, one represen-

tative from each chartered NHS student club, and a representative from the NHS Deanôs Office (Advisor).  

Elections for the 2009-2010 officers will be held Spring 2009. 

 

The purpose of the NHS-SC is to provide a communication liaison between the student body, NHS faculty, 

and NHS administration; to appear on behalf of and speak for the students of the College of Natural and 

Health Sciences; to aid in the organization of NHS events and activities and facilitate joint club participation; 

to promote NHS student placement activities; to encourage and support approved NHS student activities; and 

to foster the recognition of NHS student clubs. To view the Collegeôs 16 clubs and club announcements 

please visit http://www.unco.edu/nhs/student_clubs.html.   

 

Currently, the NHS-SC is planning two service events for Spring 2009.  One event is to provide support for a 

fundraiser for NHS student research.  The second event is designed to bring UNC students and the Greeley 

business community together.  For additional information visit the NHS Student Council website:  

http://www.unco.edu/nhs/Student%20Council/NHS-SC_index.html 

College of Natural and Health Sciences 

NHS Welcomes our Inaugural College Student Council 
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NHS Grants and Research 

College of Natural and Health Sciences 

Novak 

             $5 Million National Science Foundation Grant 

Jodie Novak, Professor of Mathematical Sciences, has been awarded a  

$5 million grant from the National Science Foundation for the Math 

Teacher Leadership Center (TLC), a center for mathematics teaching and 

mathematics teacher professional development.  The Math TLC works to 

create a collaborative masterôs degree program with the University of 

Wyoming that provides financial support for current secondary math 

teachers to work towards an advanced degree in Mathematics with an  

emphasis in teaching.  It also creates a Mathematics Teacher Leadership Program that financially supports 

upper elementary, middle and high school teachers to develop expertise in teaching  teachers. The center will 

conduct research to assess the impact of these  

programs on teachersô mathematical understanding,       

pedagogical content knowledge, and cultural  

competencies for teaching the diverse students  

in Colorado and Wyoming.   

 

Dr. Novak was assisted by Mathematical Sciences faculty 

Shandy Hauk, Associate Professor and Co-Principal  

Investigator; Robert Powers, Associate Professor; and  

Bill Blubaugh , Professor  

Powers Blubaugh Hauk 

              $3.5 Million U.S. Department of Education Grant 
Scott Sabella, Director of the Region VIII Technical Assistance and Continuing 

Education (TACE) Center, announced that TACE was awarded a $3.5 million 

grant from the U.S. Department of Education.   

 

The center will serve agencies in Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, North Dakota, 

South Dakota, and Utah to enhance employment outcomes for people with dis-

abilities and promote independence.    

Sabella 

Novak 



NHS Grants and Research Continued 

College of Natural and Health Sciences 

Lori Reinsvold/Rob Reinsvold: $236,506 from Colorado Department of Higher 

Educationôs No Child Left Behind Title II Grants to deliver the Northern Colorado 

Mathematics and Science Improving Teacher Quality (ITQ) Partnership.  The funds will 

provide a comprehensive science and mathematics professional-development program to 

over 100 teachers from nine high-need or low-performing school districts in Northern 

Colorado. 

Lori Reinsvold is the Director of the Technology Literacy Center within 

the Mathematics and Science Teaching (MAST) Institute.  

Rob Reinsvold, Assistant Professor in the School of Biological  

Sciences, is the coordinator of the Secondary Teacher Education         

Program (STEP) for Biology. 
L. Reinsvold 

R. Reinsvold 

Jerry Suits: $228,821 for 3-year grant from Hach Scientific Foundation to study the 

effectiveness of an innovative instructional strategy, POGIL (Process-Oriented Guided

-Inquiry Learning), in high school chemistry classrooms across northern Colorado. 

Jerry Suits, Associate Professor of Chemistry, specializes in interactive multimedia 

modules and simulations; computer-interfaced laboratory experiments; and student      

visualization, learning styles, conceptual learning and achievement.  

Suits 

 

Tony Schountz: $100,000 from the National Institutes of Health  entitled 

ñCytokine therapy in a hamster model for hantavirus cardiopulmonary syndromeò  

Tony Schountz, Associate Professor of Biology, specializes in research involving  

rodent-borne and emergent infectious diseases, immunopathogenesis, and       

mechanisms of immune invasion.  He was co-author on a manuscript featured in 

November on the cover of the journal Microbe entitled ñBats Prove to be Rich          

Reservoirs for Emerging Viruses.ò 

 Schountz 

 

Julie Hanks/Tina Stoody: $100,000 from the Daniels Fund to set up a clinic to serve 

children with cochlear implants and their families through therapy and troubleshooting. 

Julie Hanks, Associate Professor in Audiology and Speech-Language  

Sciences, specializes in the study of cochlear implants and speech          

production of children who are deaf or hard of hearing.  

Tina Stoody, Assistant Professor in Audiology and Speech-Language  

Sciences, has worked extensively with both pediatric and adult  

cochlear implant users. 

Drs. Hanks and Stoody team teach courses in both Aural Rehabilitation 

and Cochlear Implants. 

Hanks 

Stoody 


