
One-Step Word Problem Sort 

Directions: Begin working individually. 
Part I: Do and sort. 

1. Cut out the following word problems. 
2. Do each problem, writing the operation on the back of the card(e.g., 9 – 3 = 6) 
3. Sort the following word problems into groups in any way that makes sense to you. 
4. Once you have the word problems sorted, write a few words that describe each group. 

 
Part II: Share and Make New Problems. 

1. Discuss the results of your sorting with your tablemates.  
2. Working as a group, generate a new word problem for each category you’ve discovered. 

Be creative in the context and numbers you choose. 
 

 

1.  Connie had 13 marbles. 
She gave some to Juan. 
Now she has 5 marbles 
left. How many marbles 
did Connie give to Juan? 

2.  Connie had some 
marbles. Juan gave her 5 
more. Now she has 13 
marbles.  How many 
marbles did Connie have 
to start with? 

3.  Juan has 5 marbles.  
Connie has 8 more than 
Juan. How many marbles 
does Connie have? 

4.  Connie had 13 marbles. 
She gave 5 to Juan. How 
many marbles does Connie 
have left? 

5.  Connie has 5 red 
marbles and 8 blue 
marbles. How many 
marbles does she have 
altogether? 

6.  Connie has 13 marbles. 
Juan has 5 marbles. How 
many more marbles does 
Connie have than Juan? 

7.  Connie has 13 marbles. 
She has 5 more marbles 
than Juan. How many 
marbles does Juan have? 

8.  Connie has 13 marbles: 
5 are red and the rest are 
blue. How many blue 
marbles does Connie 
have? 

9.  Connie had some 
marbles. She gave 5 to 
Juan. Now she has 8 
marbles left. How many 
marbles did Connie have 
to start with? 

 10.  Connie has 5 marbles. 
How many more marbles 
does she need to have 13 
marbles altogether? 

11.  Connie had 5 marbles. 
Juan gave her 8 more 
marbles How many 
marbles does Connie have 
altogether? 


