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An Historic Shift in Subtraction

Until the 1940s, th®ecomposition Method of subtraction (“borrowing’0 from one plac value and giving
it to another) and thEqual-Additions Method were used about equallythe United Stat. However, a
psychologist nameWilliam A. Brownell introduced an innovatioim 1939, whicthe called a “crutch”, that
involved crossing-outumbers when borrowinBrownell’'s Crutchbecame immediately popul and the
Equal Additions Method practically @ppeared from textbooks within a decadew, the Decomposition

Methodwith Brownell's Crutctis the standard method of subtractiorthe United Statt.

1. Consider thedllowing demonstrations of the Eq-Additions method of subtractic How does it work?
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2. Show how to use the EquaHlditions methocof subtractiorto calculate the followiny
83 425

- 46 - 188

3. Now perform the same calculatic using the standard method in the United St

4. Which methoddo you prefer for peed? Making Fewer Errdrs Understandil subtraction?



