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Analyzing Children’s Ways of Adding and Subtracting 

 
Children who understand place value and have not yet learned a standard way to add and subtract 
often have unique ways of doing addition and subtraction. 
 
Analyze each of the following examples of student-work. If a student’s thinking is correct, 
explain what the student is doing and make another computation to illustrate the student’s 
approach.  If it is not correct, explain what the student is doing wrong and how their work might 
be corrected.  
 

 


