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Basic Assumptions

« Individuals are active learners seeking meaningfiriteractions within their culture (common to @nstructivisms)

« “Any higher mental function necessarily goes thitoag external stage in its development becausaerittially a
social function.” (Vygotsky, 1981, p. 162, as citedDriscoll, 2004)

« Meaning/knowledge exists in the language of a $pciehich is negotiated among the members of thmengaonity

« Collective activity and social interdependence cel®ja culture’s use of language (related to Markism

» Exogenous (world-centered) and endogenous (mintkal) epistemologies are rejected in favor ofnderpretivist
stance and dialectical ontology (reality existsacial interactions).

* Individual development follows learning. Developriencomplex, dynamic, and cumulative (i.e., patsef
thinking do not go away as one develops, but matgad change in their importance to the person).

Mechanisms for Learning

 Cultural mediation, the ways in which an individual actively modifi@situation as they respond to it, is seen as the
primary mechanism for learning. Mediation takespl&vhen someone uses signs (e.g., words) and(egls
communication) to interact with others.

 Learning happens when students work with a more jpdér or instructor in their ZPD (see diagramgldlew
ways of thinking and communicating move from sotaihternal constructions througiter nalization processes.
Subsequently, one’s development progresses andZRBi shifts to include additional potential deyaitent.
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Experiences Forming the Basis for Learning

Patterns of higher-order thinking are the cumutapvoducts of internalized actions practiced ingbeial institutions
of the culture in which the individual lives. Pemaband cultural history both heavily influence thays in which one
thinks. Language and speech influence learningebyireg as both ways of thinking and products oftt.

Results of the Theory

» Social constructivism changes the unit of analysigsearch toelationships between individuals and society.

* 3 types of signs are used during mediation—indéxicanic, and symbolic. (Bruner focused on sensotven more)
¢ Individuals with the same development can havedifit ZPDs. Hence, the ZPD can be a measure tigatee.

» Students work well in the ZPD if paired with a mal#e person or source, especially if the more pbteon
understands the learners’ development and cogmitreels.

Teaching Implications

» Students generate meaning through practice ane#titeg context helps foster communication andiiegr.

* The ZPD principle suggests that instructional maktehould be ahead of the students ability, batoo far.

» The goal of education is to enable students taqgigate in a wide range of conversations, so thesiga transmission
of information is largely unhelpful. Collaboratilearning, scaffolding, reciprocal teaching, peabetation, and
apprenticeship pedagogies are all grounded in lsomiestructivist principles.

» The student-teacher relationship shifts to oneéhafed authority and open interchange of ideas. Hexaarcts as
facilitator, resource advisor, or coordinator aglehts take responsibility for achieving learningcomes.
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